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that nothing shall be lost. It is the most edraordinary resolution I 
ever heard of in the Senat-e of the United States. 

Mr. HARRIS. Let both resolutions be printed. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Both will be printed. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do now 

adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and (at two o'clock ::md thirty-four 

minutes p. nn) the Senate adjourned. 

' 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

MONDAY, December 5, 1881. 

This being the day prescribed by the Constitution for the meeting 
of Congress, the members-elect of the House of Representatives of 
the Forty-seventh Congress assembfed in their Hall and, at twelve 
o'c1ock m., were called to order by Hon. GEORGE M. ADAMs, Clerk of 
the last House of Representatives. · 

The CLERK. The hour for the meeting of the Forty-seventh Con­
gress having arrived, the Clerk of the preceding House of Represent­
atives will call the roll, which by law he is reqmred to prepare, of the 
Representatives-elect to the Fortyc.seventh Congress. 
· The roll was then called. 

The CLERK. The roll-call demonstrates the presence of two hun­
dred and eighty-five members, more than a quorum, and the Clerk is 
now prepared to receive motions looking to the organization of the 
House. 

Mr. KASSON. I ask to have the name of the member from the 
third district of Vermont recalled, as we are under the impression 
-the wrong name was read from that district. I will also suggest 
.(and it needs no motion) that the names of the reported absentees be 
called. 

The CLERK. If it be the pleasure of members the Clerk will now 
-call the names of those who failed to respond on the first roll-call. 

:Mr. KASSON. That will do. 
The Clerk again called the name of Roswell Farnham as the Rep­

Tesentative-elect from the third district of Vermont. 
l\Ir. KASSON. I wish to ascertain whether that does not involve 

a mistake of name. I understand the name of the member-elect from 
the third district of Vermont is William W. Grout, and, recognizing 
t he fact that the wrong name has been called, I wish to direct the 
. attention of the Clerk to it so we may ascertain whether it is not an 
·error. 

The CLERK. Being apprised by the gentleman from Iowa there 
lis possibility of mistake in the name, the Clerk has sent for the certifi­
-cate in order if there be mistake it may be corrected. 

Mr. KASSON. I understand by error the name of the governor 
who signed the certificate is put on the roll instea-d ofthe person who 
was certified to as the Representative-elect. 
. Mr. JOYCE. The name of the Representative-elect from the third 

-district, William W. Grout, is upon the printed roll-call, and I ask 
bjs name be called. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will state that William W. Grout, whose 
name he will now call, is the Representative-elect from the third 
-district. .A mistake has been made in copying the name of the gov­
ernor from the certificate instead of Mr. Grout's name. The printed 
roll-call before the Clerk is correct. 

Mr. GnouT's name was called, and he responded "present." 
The roll-call showed the presence of the following members : 

"Thomas H. Herndon. 
Hilary A. Herbert. 
William C. Oates. 
Charles M. Shelley . 

..Poindexter Dunn. 
James K. Jones. 

"William S. Rosecrans . 
.Horace F. Page. 

John R. Buck. 
.James Phelps. 

Robert H. M. Davidson. 

George R. Black. 
"Henry G. Turner. 
Philip Cook. 

l!~fhha!~f~~fu~ond. 

ALAB.A.MA. 
Thomas Williams. 
Goldsmith W. Hewitt. 
William H. Forne:r. · 
Joseph Wheeler. 

ARKANSAS. 
Jordan E. CraveBS . 
Thomas M. Gunter . 

CALIFORNIA. 
Campbell P. Berry. 
Romualdo Pacheco. 

COLORADO. 
James B. Belford. 

CONNECTICUT. 
John T. Wait. 
Frederick Miles. 

DELAWARE. 
Edward L. Martin. 

FLORIDA. 

GEORGIA.. 

Jesse J. Finley. 

James H. Blount. 
Judson C. Clements. 
Alexander H. Stephesn . 
Emory Speer. 

William Aldrich. 
George R. Davis. 
Qharles B. Farwell. 
John C. Sherwin. 
Robert M. A. Hawk. 
Thomas J. Henderson. 
William Cullen. 
Lewis E. Pa:yson. 
John H. LeWis. 
Benjamin F. Marsh. 

William Heilman. 
Thomas R. Cobb. 
Strother M. Stockslager. 
William S. Holman. 
Oourtland C. Matson. 
Thomas M. Browne. 
Stanton J. Peelle. 

Moses A. McCoid. 
Sewell S. Farwell. 
Thomas Updeg-raft". 
Nathaniel C. :Deering. 
William G. Thompson. 

John A. Anderson. 
Dudley, g. Haskell. 

Oscar Turner. 
James A. McKenzie. 
John W. CaldwelL 
J. Proctor Knott. 
Albert S. Willis. 

Randall L. Gibson. 
E. John Ellis. 
Chester B. Darrell. 

Thomas B. Reed. 
Nelson Dingley, jr. 
Stephen D. Lindsey. 

George W. Covington. 
J. Frederick C. Talbott. 
Felter S. Hoblitzell. 

ILLINOIS, 
James W. Singleton. 
William M. SpriB.ger. 
Dietrich C. Smith. 
Joseph G. Cannon. 
Samuel W. Moulton. 
William A. J. Sparks. 
William R. MolTlSOn. 
John R. Thomas. 
Richard W. Townshend. 

INDIANA. 

IQWA. 

Robert B. F. Pierce. 
Godlove S. Orth. 
Mark L. De Motte. 
George W. Steele. 

;~~ ~·- ~~k1::· 

Madison E. Cutts. 
John A. Kasson. 
William P. Hepburn. 
Cyrus C. Carpenter. 

KANSAS. 
Thoma~ Ryan. 

KENTUCKY. 
John G. Carlisle. 
Jose,Ph C. S. Blackburn. 
Philip B. Thompson, Jr. 
John D. White. 
Elijah C. Phister. 

LOUISIANA. 

MAINE. 

Newton C. Blanchard. 

k~t~l~bertson. 
George W. Lad d. 
Thompson H. Murch. 

MARYLAND. 
Robert M. McLane. 
Andrew G. Chapman. 
Milton G. Urner. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
William W. Crapo. 
Benjamin W. Harris. 
Ambrose A. Ranney. 
Selwyn Z. Bowman. 
Eben F. Stone . 

~~~;Ji~~· 
Edward S. Lacey. 
Julina C. Burrows. 
George W. Webber. 

Mark H. Dunnell. 
Horace B. Strait . 

Henry L. Muldrow. 
Van H. Manning. 
Henry D. Money . 

Martin L . Clardy. 
Thamas Allen. 
R. Graham Frost. 
Lowndes H. Davis. 
Richard P. Bland. 
Ira S. Haseltine. 
Theron M . Rice. 

Joshua G. Hall. 
James F. Briggs. 

y~gg~ ~~;~~~· 
Miles Ross. 
Henry S. Harris . 

Pe~ Belmont. 
William E. Robinson. 
J. Hyatt Smith . 
Archibald M. Bliss. 
Benjamin Wood. 
Samuel S. Cox. 
Philip H. Dup-o. 
Anson G. McCook. 
John Hardy. 
Abram S. Hewitt. 
Roswell P. Flower. 
Waldo Hutchins. 
John H. Ketcham. 
Lewis Beach. 
Thomas Cornell. 
Michael N. Nolan. 
Walter A. Wood. 

William A. Russell. 
John W. Candler. 
William W. Rice. 
Amasa Norcross. 
George D. Robinson. 

MICHIGAN. 
Oliver L. Spaulding. 
John T. Rich. 
Roswell G. Horr. 
Jay A. Hubbell 

MINNESOTA. 
William D. Washburn. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

g~~l! ~~ft~k~~. 
James R. Chalmers. 

MISSOURI. 
Robert T . Van Horn. 
Nicholas Ford. 
Joseph H. Burrows. 

~~~ ¥r~:J~ch. 
Aylett H. Buckner. 

NEBRASKA. 
Edward K. Valentine. 

:NEVADA. 
George W. Ca~sidy. 

~""EW H.A.MPSHIRE. 
Ossi!Y-1 Ray . 

~TEW JERSEY. 
John Hill. 
Phineas Jones. 
Augustus A. Hardenbergh. 

~"'EW YORK. 
John Hammond. 
Abram X. Parker. 
Geor_ge West. 
FerriS Jacobs, jr. 
Charles R. Skinner. 
Cyrus D. Prescott. 
Joseph Mason. 
Frank Hiscock. 
John H. Camp. 
James W. Wadsworth. 
Jeremiah W. Dwight. 
David P. Richardson. 
John Van Voorhis. 
Richard Crowley. 
J ona:.han Scoville. 
Henry Van Aernam. 
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Lonis C. Latham. 
Orlando Hubbs. 
John W. ShMkleford. 
Wil.liam R. Cox. 

Benjamin :Butterworth. 
Thomas L. Young. 
HenryL. Morey. 
Emanuel Shultz. 
:Bel!jami:n Le Fevre. 
James ::M. Rit~hie. 
John P. Leedom. 
J. Warren Keifer. 
James S. Robinson. 
John :B. Rice. 

Henry H. Bingham. 
Charles O'Neill. 
Samuel jJ. Randall. 
William D. Kelley. 
.Alfred C. Harmer. 
William Ward. 
·William Godshalk. 

• Daniel Ermentrout. 
A.. Herr Smith. 
William Mutchler. 
Robert Klotz. 
Joseph A. Scranton. 
Charles N. Brumm. 
Samuel F. Barr. 

Henry J. Spooner. 

~ORTH CAROLINA. 

OHIO. 

OREGo~·. 

Clement Dowd. 
Robert F. Armfield. 
Robert 13. Vance. 

HenryS. Neal. 
George L. Converse. 
Gibson Atherton. 
George W. Geddes. 
Rufu:s R. Dawes. 
Jonathan T. Updegraff'. 
William McKinley, jr. 
Addison S. ·McClure. 
Ezra B. Taylor. 
Amos Townsenu. 

M. C. George. 

PENNS~V ANIA. 
Cornelius C. Jadwin. 
Robert J. C. Walker. 

~~t~?Fist~~· 
Frank E. Beltzhoover . 
Andrew G. Curtin. 
Morgan R. 'Vise. 
RtiBSell Errett. 
Thomas M. Bayne. 
WilliamS. Shallenberger. 

~~ejM:ff~mT:;. 
Lewis F. Watson. 

RHODE ISLAND. 
Jonathan Chace. 

SOUTH CARO~A. 
JohnS. Richardson. 
Samuel Dibble. 
D. Wyatt .Aiken. 

A. H. Pettibon('. 
Leonidas C. Hook. 
George G. Dibrell. 
:Benton McMillin. 
Richard Warner. 

John H. Rea<Tan. 
David B. Culberson. 
Olin Wellborn. 

Charles H. Joyce. 
James ::M. Tyler. 

J;~~~.'1Je~=rl.· 
George D. Wise. 
Josepll Jor;;ensen. 
George C. (.;abell. 

J3enjamin Wilson. 
John Blair Hoge. 

Charles G. Williams. 
Lncien B. Caswell. 
George C. Hazelton. 
Edward S. Bragg. 

John H. Evins. 
George D. Tillman. 

TENNESSEE. 

TEXAS. 

John F. House. 
Washington C. Whitthorne. 
John D. C. Atkins. 
Charles :B. Simonton. 
William R. :Moore. 

George W. Jones. 
Columbus Upson. 

VERMO::ST. 
William W. Grout. 

VIRGDITA. 
John Randolph Tucker. 
John Paul. • 
JohnS. Barbour. 
Abram Fulkerson. 

WEST VIRGINIA. 
John E. Kenna. 

WISCO:NSIN. 
Richard Guenther. 
Herman L. Humphrey. 
Thaddeus C. Pound. 

The CLERK. Two hundred and eighty-nine members have responded 
to the roll-call, and the Clerk is ready to receive motions looking to 
the organization of the House. 

[The names of the absentees are Mr. MORSE of MassachUBetts, J\I.Ir. 
ScALEs of North Carolina, Mr. MILLs of Texas, and Mr. DEUSTER of 
Wisconsin. ] 

ELECTION O.F SPEAKE.R. 
lh'. ROBESON. ~fl·. Clerk,! move that we now proceed to the 

organization of this House by the election of a Speaker, and I nom­
inate for that office--

The CLERK. If the ~entleman from New Jersey will allow the 
Clerk to suggest, he will first put before the House the motion to 
proceed to the election of Speaker, after which nominations will be 
in order. 

)<1r. ROBESON. I understand the law to be that we shall proceed 
in the order which I have stated. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will submit the motion :first to proceed to 
the election of Speaker. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. ROBESON. I now nominate for the office of Speaker of this 

House ofRepresen tatives Ron. J OSEPHW ARRE.l.~ KEIFER, a Represent­
ative-elect fi·om the State of Ohio. 

)fr. HOUSE. I nominate for Speaker of this House Ron. SAMUEL 
.J. R..u."'DALL, Representative-elect from the State of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. MURCH. I desire to place in nomination for Spea.ker of the 
House of Representatives of the Forty-seventh Congress Ron. NICH­
OLAS FORD, of l\liAsouri, a member-elect to this Congress. 

The CLERK. Are there any other nominations T There being no 
further nominations presented1 the Clerk will ask Mr. BuRRows of 
Michigan, :Mr. Hou"\IA.N of Indiana, Mr. McCooK of New York, and 
Mr. LADD of Maine to act as tellers. 

'The tellers took their places at the Clerk's desk. 
The CLERK. The rule of the House pro-vides that the votes shall 

. 

,be tiva voce. The roll will be called :tnd members will respond to 
their names by announcing their choice for Speaker. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. ROBESON. I would like to a.sk how the name of Mr. GEORG:m 

C. HAzELTON, of Wisconsin, is recorded Y 
The CLERK. The tellers report to the Clerk that the name is re­

corded for Mr. FORD, of Missouri. [Laughter and applause.] 
Mr. HAZELTON. Mr. Clerk, that is a little thin, [laughter,] inas­

much as the name of GEORGE C . ..IIAzELTON was not called and could 
not have been responded to. There are two names on the roll sub­
stantially the same in sound, my name and that of Mr. HAsELTINE from-

. Missouri, and doubtless Mr. HASELTINE has inadvertently answered 
for me. The names sound alike, and inasmuch as the given names. 
were not oolled in either case there is reasonable ground for suppos­
ing that the :mialtake has arisen in that way. I have a great deal oi 
respect for Mr. FoRD, buticouldnotvoteforhimforSpeaker. [Laugh­
ter and applause.] Therefore I ask that the roll be corrected and tliat-

·'my name be recorded for Mr. KEIFER, as I voted. 
The CLERK. The Clerk begs to state that there is such similarity 

.in the sound of the two names that it is entirely reasonable to sup.-. 
"pose that they may have been confounded in entering the response~ 
·to the roll-call by the tellers as well as by the reading clerk. The cor! 
, recti on will be made as the gentleman desires. The names of sucli 
Representatives as failed to vote on the first roll-call will again b& 
called by the Clerk. 

The call of the roll was resumed and concluded, with the following 
result: 

For Mr. J. Warren Keifer, of Ohio-148. 
Aldrich, Farwell, Sewell S. Mason, Shallenberger, 
Anderson, Fisher, McClure, Sherwin, 
B.'UT, Fulkerson, McCoid, Shultz, 
Bayne, George, McCook, Skinner, 
Belford, God balk, McKinley, Smith, A. Herr 
Bingh::un, Grout, Miles, Smith, Dietrich C-
Bowman, Guenther, Miller, Smith, J. Hyatt 
Brewer, Hall, Moore, Spaulding, 
Brigg, Hammond, John Morey, Spooner, 
Browne, Harmer, X eal, Steele, 
:Buck, Harris. Benj. W. Norcross, Stone, 
BUITOws, Julius C. Haskell, O'Neill, Strait, 
Butterworth, Hawk, Orth , Taylor, 
Calkins, Hazelton, Pacheco, Thomas, 
Camp, Heilman, Pa"'e, Thompson, Wm. G .. 
Campbell, Henderson, Pafker, Townsend, Amoa 
·Candler, Jlepbum, Paul, Tyler, 
Cannon, Hill, Payson, Updegraff, J. T. 
Carpenter, Hiscock, Peelle, Updegraff', Thomas. 
Caswell, Horr, Pieroe, Uruer, 
Chace. Hook, Pettibone, Valentine, 
Cornell, Hubbe!.l, Pound, Van .A.ernam, 
Crapo, Hub b. , Prescott, Van Horn, 
Crowley, Humphrey, Ranney, Van Voorhis, 
Cullen, Ja{)()bs, Ray, 'Vadswortb, 
Cutts, Jadwin. Reed, Wait., 
Darrell, Jones Phineas Rice, John :B. Walker, 
Davis, George R. Jorgensen, Rice, William W. 'Vard. 

· Dawes, Joyce, Rich, Washburn, 
Deering, Ka.s on, Richardson, D.P. Watson, 
De Motte, Kelley, Rit~hie, Webber, 
Dezendorf, Ket~ham, R{)beson, West, 
Dingley, La{)Cy, R{)binson, Geo. D. White, 
Dunnell, Lewis, Robinson. James S. Williams, Chas. G-
Dwight, Lindsey, Ru sell, Willits, 
Errett. Lord, Ryan, Wood, W3.lter A. 
Farwell, Cha . B. Marsh, Scranton, Youn~. 

Aiken, 
Allen, 
Armfield, 
Atherton, 
Atkins, 
Bar born·, 
Bea~h, 
Belmont. 
Beltzhoover, 
Berry, 
Black, 
Blackburn, 
:Blanchard, 
Bland, 
Bliss, 
Blount, 
Bragg, 
Buc~an, 
Buckner, 
Cabell, 
Caldwell, 
Carlisle, 
Cassidy, 
Chalmers, 
Chapman, 
Clardy, 
Clark, 
Clements, 
Cobb, 
Colerick, 
Converse, 
Cook, 
Cox, Samuel S. 

For Mr. Samuel J. Randall, of Pen'11-$1Jlvania-129. 
Cox, William R. Hoge, Ross, 
Covingt{)n, Holman, Scoville, 
Cravens, Hooker, Shackelford, 
Culber ·on, House. • helley, 
Cmtin, Hutchins, Simonton, 
Da.viclson, Jones, James K. Sintrleton, Jas. W _ 
Davis, Lowndes H. Kenna, ingleton, Otho It-
Dibble, King, , parks, 
Dibrell, Klotz, Speer, 
Dowd, Knott, pringer, 
Dugro, Latham, Stephens, 
Dunn, Leedom, tockslager, 
Elli , Le Fevre, Talbott, 
Ermentrout., Manning, Thorup on, P. TI. 
Evins, Martin, Tillman, 
Finley, :Matson, Townshend, R. W ~ 
Flow r, McKenzie, Tucker, 
Forney, McLane, Turner, Henry G. 
Frost, McMillin, Turner, 0 car 
Garrison, Money, Upson, 
G·edues, :Morrison, Vance, 
Gibson, Moulton, Warner, 
Gunter, Muldrow, 'Vellborn. 
Hammond, N.J. Mutchler, 1Vbeeler, 
Harden berg, X olan, Whitthorne. 
Hardy, Oates, Williru:ns, Thomas. 
Harris, Henry S. Phelps, Willis, 
Hatch, Phister, Wilson, 
Herbert, Reagan, Wise, George D. 
Herndon, Richardson, J no. S. Wise, Morgan R. 
Hewitt, .A. bram S. Robertson, 
Hewitt, G. W. Robinson, Wm. E. 
Hoblitzell, Rosecrans, 
For Mr. Nichola& Fl;rd, of Missouri-B. 

Brumm, Haseltine, Ladd, Murch. 
Burrows, Jos. H. Jones, George W. ::Mosgrove, Rice, Theron M. 

Denster, 
Ford, 

Keifer, 
Mills, 

Not voting-S. 
:Morae. 
Randall, 

Scales, 
Wood, Bonjalllk4 
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:Mr. ROBESON. I suppose that in accordance with the law and 

custom upon this subject the names will be read over, so that gentle­
men may know how they are recorded. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will verify the roll by announcing the votes 
of the Representatives as cast by them, in order that the po sibility 
of any mistake may be avoided in regard to the manner in which 
they are recorded in the election for Speaker. 

The names of those voting for the various candidates for Speaker 
were then announced from the Clerk's desk. 

Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan. Mr. Clerk, in behalf of the tellers 
appointed to canvass the vote f6r Speaker, I am directed to report 
that the whole number of votes cast was 285; necessary to a choice, 
143; of which Hon. J. WARREN KEIFER received 148, Hon. SA.1"\IUEL 
J. RANDALL 129, and Hon. NICHOLAS FORD 8. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Michigan, [:Mr. BURRows,] on 
behalf of the tellers, reports that after canvassing the votes .for 
Speaker the result is as follows: ·whole number of votes cast, 285; 
necessary to a choice, 143; of which Hon. J. WARREN KEIFER, of 
Ohio, has received 148 votes; Hon. SAMUEL J. R.il\"'J)ALL, of Pennsyl­
vania, 129 votes; and Hon. NICHOLAS FoRD, of Missouri, 8 votes. Hon. 
J. WARREN KEIFER, of Ohio, having received a majority of all the 
votes cast for Speaker, is duly elected Speaker of the House of Repre-
entatives of the Forty-seventh Congress; and the Clerk requests Mr. 

RANDALL, of Pennsylvania, and Mr. HiscocK, of New York, to escort 
• theSpeaker-electtothechair. TheClerkwillalsorequcstMr. KELLEY, 

of Pennsylvania, the senior Representative upon the floor, to come 
forward and administer the oath of office to the Spe:tker-elect. 

:ur. R.il\"'DALL and :Mr. HiscocK conducted Mr. KEIFER to the chair, 
when the Speaker-elect addressed the House as follows: 
Gentlemen of the Hou,se of Representatives: 

I thank you with a heart filled with gratitude for the distinguished 
honor conferred on me by an election a.s your Speaker. I will assume 
the powers and duties of this high office with, I trust, a due share of 
diffidence and distrust of my own ability to meet them acceptably to 
you and the country. I believe that you, as a body and individually, 
will give me hearty support in the discharge of all my duties. I promise 
to devote myselffaithfullyandassiduouslytothe workbefore me. I 
invoke your all(l the country's charitable judO'ment upon all my offi­
cial act'. I will strive to be just to all, regardless of party or .section. 
Where party principle is involved, I will be found to be a Republican, 
bnt in all other respects I hope to be able to act free from party bias. 

It is a singular fact that at this most prosperous time in our na­
tion's history no party in either branch of Cono-ress has an absolute 
majority over all other parties, and it is therefore peculiarly fortu­
nate that at no other time since and for many years prim· to the ac­
ces ion of Abraham Lincoln to the executive chair has there been 
o few unsettled vital questions of a national character in rel:ttion 

to which Jlarty lines have been closely drawn. 
1 he material prosperity of the people is in advance of any other 

pcrioll in the history of our Government. The violence of p::~rty 
spirit has materially subsided, and in great measure because many of 
the reasons for its existence are gone. 

"While the universal tendency of the people is to sustain and con­
tinue to build up an unparalleled prosperity, it shonld be our highest 
aim to so legislate as to permanently promote and not cripple it. 
This Congress should be, and I profoundly hope it will be, mtuked 
peculiarly as a business Congress. 

It may be true that addit10nallaws are yet nece sary to give to 
every citizen complete protection in the exercise of all politic!l.l rights. 
·with evenly balanced party power, with few ~rounds for party strife 
and bitterness, and with no impending Presiaential election to dis­
tract us from purely legislative duties, I venture to suggest that the 
present is an auspicious time to enact laws to guard against the re­
cmrence of dangers to om institutions and to insure tranquillity at 
perilous times in the future. 

Again thanking you f6r the honor conferred, and again invoking 
yonr aiel and generous judgment, I :rm ready to take the oath pre­
scribed by law and the Constitution ancl forthwith proceed., with my 
best ability, ~uided by a sincere and honest purpose, to disch;::.ro-e the 
duties bclongrng to the office with which yon have clothed me. [Loud 
applause.] 

.M.r. KELLEY, h;:wing served longest continuously as a member of 
the Honse, administered to the Speaker-elect the oath prescribed. 

:UESSAGE FnOl\I THE SE:NATE. 
A message from the Senate, by 1\ir. SHOBRR, its Acting Secretary, 

informed the House that a quorum of the Senate had assembled, and 
that the Senate was ready to proceed to business. 

The rue sage further announced that the Senate hacl appointecl 
a committee to join such committee as mio-ht be appointed by the 
House of Representatives to wait on the President of the United 
States and inform him that a quorum of each House had assembled, 
aml that Congress "·a.s ready to receiv!-3 any communication he might 
ue pleased to make, and that :Mr. A...."TIHO:NY and Mr. GARLA...'D ha·d 
been appointed such committee on the part of the Senate. 

SWEA.RIXG IN OJ? THE .ME:UBERS. 
The Speaker }Jroceeded to administer to the members in attend­

ance the oath of office. The members presented themselves as their 
names were called by States, and took respectively the test oath pre-

/ 

scribed by the act of July 2, 1862, or the special oath provided in the· 
act of July 11, 1868, for those whose disabilities, under the fourteenth .. 
article of amendments to the Constitution of the United States, have·· 
been removed by a vote of two-thirds of each House of Congress. 

When the State of Alabama was called, 
Mr. JONES, of Texas, said: I object to administering the oath to · 

Mr. WHEELER, who claims to be sworn as a Representative-elect from. 
the State of Alabama, and a.sk that he stand aside for the present. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will stand aside for the present. 
Mr. RANDALL. I understand that the gentleman from Alabama. 

[:Mr. WHEELER] has been objected to, ann that he has been asked to> 
stand aside. 

The SPEAKER. Temporarily. 
Mr. RANDALL. It is right we should know the grotmds, as far as . 

they can be briefly given, for that proposition. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will state there are conveniences in 

going forward with tho swearing in of members without interrup-­
tion. The Chair would pr:efer that the statement of the grounds on 
which the swearing of any member is objected to should be post- ­
poned until those members have been sworn to whom there is no· 
objection. 

Mr. RANDALL. In the :first session of the Forty-first Congres-s· 
this question aroso, and the then Speaker, by implication, stated 
that the stepping a-side of a member was a v~luntary act. I would 
like to ask tho gentleman from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER] who has. 
been objected tQ whether he voluntarily steps aside? 

Mr. HASKELL. I desire to stat.e that I was not present during · 
the Congress to which the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania · 
[:Mr. RANDALL] refers. But during the two Congresses next preced­
ing this one, presided over by the honorable gentleman from Pennsyl­
vania himself, the precise process contemplated now by the Speaker 
ofthis House was set forth a.s the regular usage of the Honse. I in­
sist that that custom, which has become fixed, an<l has in it no hard­
ship and debars no member of any right, but facilitates the organ­
ization of this Honse, ought to have sway here to-day, and that, as­
has been repeatedly done since the organization of the Government, 
those members who are not objected to shall be sworn in :first. 

Mr. RANDALL. That was done during the last three Congresses 
without dissent, aml the member objected to stepping aside as a vol­
untary act. But there was no right e tablished as against the right 
of a member to be sworn in as all other members al'e sworn in who 
beru.· a certificate from the governor of a State, a Congressman being 
a State officer, and the governor's certificate being authority as his . 
commis ion here, both according to the Constitution ancl the law 
thereunder. I ask tbc Clerk to read the remarks of the gentleman 
from Kentucky [)lr. Kxorr] touching this point in the Fo~ty-first 
Congre s, aml the reply made by the then Speaker, (:Mr. Blame.) 

The Clerk read as follows: ~ 

:Mr. lL~OTT saiu: I rise to a point of order. 
The SPEAKEU.. The gentleman will state his point of order. 
Mr. ~OTT. My point of order is that the duty devolved upon the Speaker by· 

law is simply to swear in each member as he present.s himself for that purpose. it 
is not for the peaker to decide whether he can properly take the oath or not. 
Anu, secondly, that the House cannot discharge any of its functions, either legis­
lath-e or qua i judicial, which are conferred upon it by the Constitution, until it 
is organized. Therefore, there is no power, either in the Speaker or in the House, 
at Rresent, to exclude a member-elect from taking the oath. 

The SPE.AKRU. The C,hair has not assumed to exclude any member-elect from 
takin..,. the oath. But the gentlem'l.ll from Maryland, [Mr. Hamill,) in order t() re· 
lieve the embarra sment of the House, voluntarily withdrew, as he had a right t() 
do, from tho e who had presented themselves to take the oath. The Clerk will 
now proceed with the call of members to be sworn in. The members-elect from 
the Southern States who were authorized by law to take a special oath will please 
remain in their seats till the other members have been sworn in. 

Mr. RANDALL. Tbe Clerk will also be kind enough to read what. 
I have marked on the next page. 

The Clerk reacl as follows : 
The SPEAKER. If the gentlemen to who e qualification objection is made Yol-­

untarilv retire, the qualification of the other members now in front of the desk will' 
proceea by general consent. 

Mr. HASKELL. Now, :Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman from Penn­
sylvania has concluded for the present, I will, in verification of the 
statement I made a moment ago send to the Clerk's desk to be read 
a part of the proceedings of the Forty-fifth Congress, wherein the 
honorablo O'entleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. &L'\"'DALL] presided, 
and where he, without qualification, as appears in this record, per­
emptorily ordered the member objected io to stand aside. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
The Speaker proceeded to administer t() the members in attendance the oath of 

office. The members pre ented themselves as their names were callell by State , 
and took respectively the "test-oath " prescribed by tho act of July 2, 1862, or the 
special oath provided in the act of July 11, 1868, for those whose disabilities under 
the fourteenth article of amendments to the Constitution of tbe United States have 
been removed by a ;ote of two-thirds of each House of Congress. 

'Then the State of South Carolina. was called. 
Mr. Cox, of New York, said: In-conformity with usage, I ask that two members 

from South Carolina stand aside for the present. 
The SPE.A.K.Elt. The gentleman will indicate to whom he refers. 
Mr. Cox, of New York. I ask that Mr. Cain and Mr. Rainey, of South Carolina., 

(whose cases will be brought up after members have been sworn in, to decide 
whether they have the prima-facie right to a seat upon this floor or not,) stand 
aside for the present. 
~Jbee~P~~t~t:~~ :f~~~~nw~~~S,TI· for tbe present, stan~ asiue .. 
Mr. Cox., of Xew York, said: I ask that M.t. Da.rrall, of Louisiana, stand aside. 

. 
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Mr. FRYE. I ask that Mr. J. B. Elam and Mr. E. W. Robertson, of the State of 
iLouisiana., also st.and aside. 

The SPEAKER. The gentlemen indicated will stand aside for the present. 
When the State of California. was called, 
Mr. SPRINGER said: I object to the swearing in of Mr. Pacheco. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will stand aside for the present. 

Mr. HASKELL. Well, Mr. Speaker, that having been established 
:!recently as a precedent of this House by the honorable gentleman 
from Pennsylvania himself, and as it does no injustice to any man, 
but greatly facilitates the business of this House, I insist that the 
ruling of the Chair is eminently proper that the member objected to 
.shall stand aside until those not objected to are sworn in. 

:Mr. RANDALL. J.h-. Speaker, the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. 
HAsKELL] has not, by the reading of the record, borne out his state­
ment upon the floor that the then Speaker did peremptorily ask any 
member to step aside. On the contrary,itwould be averyarbitrary 
.exercise of power for a Speaker peremptorily to tell a member to step 
.aside and prevent him from being sworn. And the record shows that 
the then Speaker did not ask peremptorily anymembertostepaside, 
but that in the absence of an objection from any source he announced 
to the House that the member objected to would stand aside; but 
>this is a very different case. The gentleman holding the certificate 
:fl.'om the governor of the State of Alabama in this instance objects, 
if I correctly understand his position, to step aside. He thinks that 
his right to be swo~n in is equal in every respect to the right of every 
-other member from Alabama, he and his colleagues coming with the 
like certificates exactly. And I had hoped that this House, or rather 
.a majority, having so decided, a preponderance would not so soon 
have engaged in interrupting that equityandfairplaywhlchithink 
.should control our proceedings. [Ironical applause from the Repub­
lican side.] 

:1\h-. HASKELL. I desire to say just one word in reply to the gen­
t leman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Will my friend from Kansas allow me to ask 
-th e gentleman from Pennsylvania a question '1 

Mr. HASKELL. I will, if it does not interfere with my argument .. 
Mr. HENDERSON. I simply wanted to ask the gentleman from 

P ennsylvania if it is not exceedingly unkind to compel gentlemen to 
.staml here on tho floor until objections can be stated and discussed 
by mcmbers 'f 

Mr. RANDALL. They will have longer to stand on the floor here­
aft-er, I am afraid, than they are taxing their strength in doing now. 

11-fr. HASKELL. I desire to resume. I stated that from the record 
there was no indication from the then Speaker of the House that be 
.had :tllowed the member to exercise any will or discretion at all. 
•.rhe record read from the Clerk's desk does not show that the Speaker 
.asked the gentleman to stand aside unless he seriously objected to 
·doing so. On the contrary, the record just read shows, and my recol­
lection is clear, that his direction to the member to stand aside was 
;positive, and contained no other declamtion whatever. But aside 
~from tbis--

Mr. RANDALL. If-
Mr. HASKELL. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [:Mr. RAN­

DALL] will permit me to proceed. He bas seen fit to allude to a pre­
.sumed spirit of intolerance or hostility upon this side of the House. 
I merely desire to call his attention to the fact that it is a great deal 
.easier, a great deal plainer, a great deal simpler, working no possi­
ble injustice to anybody, prese1·ving everybody's ri~bts and all equi­
ties, that those members not objected to, who come oeforethisHouse 
with no man questioning their rights, should now be sworn in. Why 
:Should the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania cause to step 
aside all these men not objected to at all, and subject tbe'm to the de­
lay and annoyance incident upon the trying of prima facie cases, while 
-{)ne or two gentlemen haye their cases immediately tried f I claim 
that the precedent set by the gentleman fi·om Pennsylvania himself, 
while Speaker of this House, is right, and I insist that the House 
..ought now to sustain that view of the case, having the greatest faith 
in the parliamentary knowledge and wisdom of the honorable gen­
.tleman from Pennsylvania when in the chair. 

Mr. HOUSE. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question Y 
Mr. HASKELL. Certainly. 
Mr. HOUSE. Does the ~entlemanfromKansas [Mr. HASKELL] in­

:sist that the Speaker of this House, on the objection of any oue mem­
ber, has the power to make any member stand aside f 

:1\fr. HASKELL. No; "the gentleman from Kansas" has asserted 
nothing of the sort. The "gentleman from Kansas" merely asserts 
that as the custom of the Honse, as a mere formality, as a convellient 
vroceedi.r\g in accordance with usage and custom, this is the b etter 
way, and that the present eccupant of tho chair has acted wisely. 

~Jr. HOUSE. That has only been done when the member bas 
tbeen willing to do it. . 

Mr. HASKELL. I will say to the gentleman from Tennessee 
,[1\fr. HousE) if h e wishes to raise that question of right and power, 
that in my judgment the Chair has the right and the power to desig­
nate tho order am1 tho method by which members shall be sworn in 
. ubject, of course, to an appeal to the decision of the Honse. ' 

l\1r. HOUSE. And one member can prevent the whole of this side 
<Of the House from being sworn in by raising an objection Y 

Mr. HASKELL. Ther e is no such intention as that. 
!lh-. HOUSE. Is that the theory '? 
.Mr. HASKELL. There is no cowrt purpose in this matter. I have 

merely stated the precedents and the usage. There is no intention 
on this side of the House to do any one injustice, or t{) take advan­
tage of any one. 

lli. RANDALL. I now ask that the certificate of tho gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER,] be read by the Clerk. Aft-er that I 
will yield to the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. liAMl\IO:m>]. 

11-h-. CALKINS. I object. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will please state the ground of 

his objection. 
Mr. C~KINS. I object to the swearing in of members being in­

~qupted many such w_ay. The procedure of organizing the House 
1s well understood. This request to have that procedure interrupted 
by the reading of a certificate is entirely novel, without precedent 
and unheard of. For that reason I object. ' 

11-Ir. RANDALL. The Chair will be .kind enough to rule on that. 
lli. CALKINS. If the Speaker will allow me, the question is not 

whether the gentleman shall be sworn in at all, but it is as t{) tho 
order in which members shall be sworn in. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is inclined to hold that he has the 
power ~o designate ~he order in w~ch memb~rs may be called and 
sworn m. Unquestionably the Chair has no ngbt to decide upon the 
title of any member. 

Mr. RANDALL. Then, Mr. Speaker--
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will permit the Chair to conclude. 
Mr. RANDALL. Excuse me. 

. The SPEAKE~. If any g~ntle;znan is objected to, for mere conven­
Ience of proceeding tl?-e Chair w11}- ask the gentleman objected to to 
stafl:d as1de. He h~vmg stood .USld~, and all others not objecMd to 
bavmg been sworn m, the Chair will at once require the roll to be 
called. for those persons who have been objected to and will swear 
them m, unless there shall be some good reason given upon which 
the House may act and direct the Chair otherwise. 

11-h-. RANDALL. If I und~rstand the decision of the Speaker cor­
rectly, he rules out the reading at the Clerk's desk of the certificate 
of the gentleman from Alabama. 

The SPEAKER. At this time. 
:Mr. RANDALL. The Clerk will be kind enough to send me that 

certificate, and I will read it as a part of my remarks . 
In the name and by the authority of the State of Alabama. From the returns 

made t~ the office of secretary of Slate, in pursurance of the law it appears that 
Joseph ~eeler has been elected a Representative in the Forty-s~venth Congress 
of the Umted States from the eighth Congressional district of Alabama. I do 
therefore~.-hy virtue of the power and authority in me vest-ed hereby commission 
the said .Joseph Wheeler as a Representative in the Forty-~venth Congres . for 
and during the time prescribed by the laws regulating the same . 

lli. HASKELL. I rise to a point of order. 
lli. RANDALL. I do not yield . 
lli. HASKELL. I rise to a point of order. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kansas [lli. HASKEI.L] ri e 

to a point of order, and will state it. 
11-h-. HASKELL. I understood the Chair t{) rule that the certificate 

was not to be read from the Clerk's desk. I understood the Chair 
also to rule that be bad. control of the order by which members are 
to be sworn in. I object, therefore, to the discussion of a point of 
order after it has been decided; and I ask that the regular order of 
business be proceeded with. 

Mr. RANDALL. The gentl~man has no right to interrupt my 
speech. 

:Mr. HASKELL. I caR for the reJ!U].ar order. 
Mr. RANDALL. This is the regu1ar order. I am on the floor and 

am reading this document for the information of the House. 
The SPEAKER. As the Chair understands, the gentleman from 

Pennsylvania is now reading the certificate as a part of his remarks 
and be is entitled to the :floor. ' 

1\h-. HASKELL. Has the gentleman from Pennsylvania appoaled 
from the decision of the Chair Y 

lli. RANDALL. I have not appealed. I t{)ok the floor in my own 
riCJ'bt. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not understand that his decision. 
has been appealed from, but the gentleman ft·om Pennsylvania is 
continuing his remarks. 

Mr. HASKELL. If the Chair desires to have the O'entleman con-
tinue, I will not press my point. 

0 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gentleman from Pennsyl­
vania is entitled to finish the reading if he desires to do Ao. 

1\h-. RANDALL, (continuing the reading:) 
Joseph Wheeler is therefore hereby authorized and required to do and perform 

all and singular the duties incumbent on him as a Representative in Congress as 
aforesai4, according to law and the trust reposed, and to exercise all the po~ers 
and.recmve all the emoluments to said office appertaining. 

G1ven under my hand and the great seal of the State, at Montaomery, on this the 
lith day of N o>ember , 1880, and in the one htmdred and fifth"' year of American 
Independence. 

fSEAL.] R. w. COBB. 
13y the governor: 

W. W. ScBEWB, &creta:ry of State. 
I now yield to the gentleman from Georgia, [.Mr. H.Al\ll\10~1>.] 
:Mr. ROBESON. I rise to a point of order. 
The SPE.AKER. _The ~entleman from New J ersey [Mr. ROBESON] 

will state his point of oraer. 
11-h-. ROBESON. I understood the Speaker of this House to decide 

t~~t the order of swearins !n members was within his power of de­
clSJOn; and I understood rum also to declare that he bad exercised 
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his discretion by decidinO' that the gentleman from Alabama should 
for the present stand aside. 

Now, then, the gentleman from Pennsylvania has concluded his 
remarks under the courtesy of the Spen.ker, who -t:o~erates ~nd per­
mits advice upon que tions of order. But the deCI.SIOn havmg been 
ma<le, I say that the gentlema!lno longer holds the floor,_ ~or can he 
yield it to any one. If h~ desrres to appeal. ~om the demswn of the 
Speaker, he has that priVIlege; but the. de.mmon has been mad~, and 
if it is questioned I desire to be heard I~ Its behalf; but I desrr~ to 
be hoanl only in proper form and according to the rules aD(l practices 
of J>arliamentary bodies. 

Mr. RANDALL. I do not app~al from the decision of the Chan, if 
the Chair states distinctly that he ha~ so decided. . . 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided as announced; that this IS 

a mn.tter of order wholly within t~e control of the. Chair for _the con­
-venience of procedm·e. The Chair tloes not demde anytJ:Ung that 
affects the right of th.e gentleman from Alabama to be sworn m 1 except 
as to the matter of trme. 

Mr. RANDALL. I umlerstantl thn.t the other member. are to be 
sworn in and this question will come up immediately afterward. 

The SPEAKER. Immediately after the swearing in of gentlemen 
to whom there is no objection the names of those who have been ob­
jected to will again b~ called, a~d they will th~n be sworn in, unless 
there is some reason given,. sustamecl by the action of the House, why 
they shonl<l not be sworn m. 

!h. ROBESON. I call for the regular order. . 
The ::u:lmiuistration of the oath to members was then proceeded with. 

\Vhen the State of Iowa was called, 
Mr. SPRINGER said: I ask that Mr. CUTTS, of Iowa, stand aside. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa. will stand aside for the 

present. 
When tho State of Louisiana was called, 
~II·. VAN VOORHIS said: I ask that Mr. KL~G, of Louisiana, st..'lnd 

aside. 
~ir. KING. I do not elect to stand aside. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman objected to will stand a ide for 

the present. Those to whom there is no objection will be sworn. 
When tho State of .Mississippi was called, 
Mr. MOORE said: Mr. Speaker, in the interest of justice, in the in­

terest of common fairness, in the interest of good government ancl the 
civilization of the nineteenth century, I respectfully and solemnly pro­
test in the name of the American people against the administration 
of the oath of office to Hon. JAMES R. CHALMERS a a member of the 
Forty-seventh Congress from the sixth district of Mississippi. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will treat this as an objection to his 
bei!~ sworn in at this time, and he will stand aside. 

Wnen the State ofNew York was cn.lled, 
:Mr. KING said: I ask that 1\Ir. VANVoor..m , of New York, stand 

aside. 
The SPEAKER. 1\fr. VAN VOORHIS will stand aside for the present. 
1\11'. SPRINGER. I ask that 1\!r. W ADSWORTII, of New York, stand 

aside. 
The SPEAKER. Mr. WADS WORTH will stancl aside for the present. 
When the State of South Carolina was called, 
:?vir. CALKINS said: I . ask that 1\!r. SAMUEL DIBBLE stand aside for 

the pi·esent. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will stand aside. 
\Vben the State of Tennessee was called, 

. Mr. BRAGG said: In the name of humanity, [laughter,] in the 
name of the civilization of the nineteenth century, [laughter,] on be­
half of the American people who love good order and expect to see 
a Postmaster-General appointed who will execute the duties of the 
office to the satisfaction of everybody, even if he cometh from the 
State of Tennessee, [laughter and applause,] by the memory of my 
friend, CASEY YOUNG, I do earnestly protest against the taking of the 
oath by WILLIA.l\1 R. MooRE, of Tennessee. [Laughter aml applause.] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the gentleman from Wis­
consin objects to 1\!r. MOORE being sworn i.J1, and the gentleman from 
Tennessee will therefore stand aside for the present. 

The Clerk of the House announces the roll of members-elect has been 
called through; and if any gentleman whose name has been omitted, 
or if any gentleman whose name has been called, but who has not 
yet been sworn in, there being no objection made, will now come for­
ward, the oath will be administered to him. 

Mr. RANDALL. In view of the ln.w should not the Delegn.tes be 
now sworni 

The SPEAKER. The Delea-ates might be sworn in properly after 
the swearing in of members has been finished, although that is a 
matter in reference to which the Chair has no particular desire. 

lli.'I'ALBOTT. Mycolleague[Mr.CHAPl\IA.l.~]hasnotbeenswornin. 
Mr. CHAPMAN presented himself and was sworn in. 
Mr. VAN VOORIDS. I now demand the right to be sworn, unles 

some one shows a goo(l reason why I should not be sworn in. 
Mr. JONES, of Texas. What is the first case? 
The SPEAKER. The objection ma.de to swearing in 1\Ir. Jo EPH 

\VHEELER, of Alabama. 
Mr. JONES, of Texas. ThegroundofobjectionisthatMr. WHEELER 

has not been duly returned or elected a member of the Forty-se-.enth 
Congress. I send to the Clerk's desk the followino- resolution, which 
sets forth very clearly the grotmd of objection, ana I ask it be read. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman ask t,hat the re60lution be 
read now as a part of his remarks, or does he olrer it for ·the adoption 
of the House ¥ 

Mr. JONES, of Texas. I offer it for the consideration of the House. 
Mr. RANDALL. Is that in order'? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has not yet heard the resolution. 
Mr. HOOKER. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry, and aak what 

motion is made by the gentleman from Texas'? 
The SPEAKER. The form of motion is in the resolution, and the 

Chair is unable to give any other answer to the question until the 
resolution has lleen read. 

Mr. HOOKER. It is in support of the motion alrea-dy made f 
The SPEAKER. Until the resolution is read tho Chair is unabl& 

to answer the gentleman's question. · 
The Clerk read as follows : 
Resolved, That the question of the prima facie a.s well a.s of the final right of 

.Tose~h ·wheeler and William M. Lowe, contestants, respectively clo.imin~ a 6eM 
in this Honse from the eighth district of .Alabama, be referred to the CoJIIIIllttee on 
Elections, hereaft-er to be appointed, and until sai(l committ-ee shall repo7t and the 
Honse decide such question neither of said contestants shull be seated. 

Mr. RANDALL. I must object to that on the ground there is a 
single certificate-no contesting certificate whatever. 

Mr. JONES, of Texas. I will take care of that. I do not yield. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsyl>ania rises to object 

to the consideration of the resolution. 
Mr. RANDALL. Until members are sworn in in obedience to the 

thirtieth section of the Revised St.."ttutes, which I ask to have read. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair does not understand we are dealing 

with the merits of the question. 
Mr. RAJ\'DALL. We are now considering the point of order that 

the Speaker only has the right to fix: the order in which members shall 
be sworn in. 

Mr. JONES, of Texas. Very well. Without offering the resolution, 
and to meet that objection, I will have it read as part of my remarks. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas withdraws the resolu4 

tion from the consideration ofthe House, and simply wishes to treat 
it as a part of his remarks. 

Mr. JONES, ofTexas. Yes, sir. 
The SPEAKER. The resolution is not before the House. 
Mr. HOUSE. What is before the House? 
The SPEAKER. The objection totheswearinginofMr. WHEELER, 

of Alabama. The resolution is not before the House for consideration, 
but is simply read as a part of the remarks of tho gentleman from 
Texas. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I rise to a parliamentary question. I 
inquire whetheT the Chair decides that pending the swearing in of 
members he will entertain remarks or resolutions from other mem­
bers? 

The SPEAKER. Debate is in order in considering this question. 
It may be a matter the House may deal with. 

M:r. COX, of New York. How tloes the point arise Y 
The SPEAKER. On the objection to swearing in of the member. 
~11-. COX, of New York. What form ofmotion does it take i 
The SPEAKER. It has not taken any yet. 
Mr. COX, of New York. We are debating a negative, then. 
The SPEAKER. Itisnowin theformofanobjection, and we have 

not reached the other point yet. The gentleman from Texas is stat­
ing his objection, and the Chair is not called to rule upon it until it 
is stated. . 

Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I understand that Mr. 
WHEELER has a certificate of election, and I would like to have that 
read. 

Mr. JONES, of Texa.s. I base not yielded the floor for any pur­
pose. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas has the floor for the 
purpose of stating his objection t{) the swearing in of the gentleman 
from Alabama. 

Mr. HOOKER. I rise to a point of order. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. HOOKER. My point of order is this: I understand the rul­

ing of the Speaker to have been, when objection was made in the 
first instance on the call of the name of the gentleman from Ala­
bama, [Mr. WHEELER,] that he directed, merely ordering what 
shoul(l be the method of procedure, that the gentleman from Ala­
bama shonltl for the time being stancl aside, declaring at the same 
time that when all of the members elected against whoso swearing 
in no objection was made should have been sworn in, that then the 
cases of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER] and other 
~entlemen objected to would be taken up and disposed of at once 
m their order. Now, in pursuance of that order of the Speaker, my 
point of order is that the House is now proceeding to execute that 
prior order of the House, and that it is obligatory upon the House 
and the Speaker before proceeding to any other business to swear in 
these members-elect who have the p1i·ma facie case. I therefore make 
the point of order that with the exception of reading the certificate 
of election or the certificates of election, if there be a plurality, that 
there is nothing else in order than the swearing in of these mem­
bers, because the House has already so ordered; and until that ques­
tion of swearing in the members is determined who present prima 
facie case here no other question is in order. As I tmderstand it, the 
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gentleman from .Alabama [~fr. WHEELER] has the certificate of the 
executive officer of his State, a certificate in due legal form setting 
forth the fact that he is entitled to the seat for which he holds the 
certificate of election, and that there is no contesting certificate. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state, in response to the 
~oint of order raised by the gentleman from Mississippi, that he is 
of the opinion that an objection may be made to the swearing in of 
the gentleman from .Alabama by the gentleman from Texas, who is 
uow on the floor, as the Chair understands, for such purpose, and that 
objection has not yet been heard by the House. When the House ha.s 
heard this objection, or, if the matter is submitted for the decision 
of the Chair, the Chair will then decide whether or not it is a mat­
ter subject to hisdisposition, or whether it is a question which should 
properly go before the House for its action. 

Mr. JONES, of Texas. I desire now, Mr. Speaker--
Mr. HOOKER. I respectfully 1.mggest, if the Chair will bearwith 

me for a moment, that it is the right of the member from .Alabama 
and the r~ht of the House to have his certificate of election read. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas, [Mr. JoNEs,] a.s the 
Chair understands, is proceeding to make objection to the swearing 
in of the gentleman from .Alabama. The Chair desires to hear his 
objection. 

llr. CALKINS. I ask for the readins- of the certificate. 
:Mr. JONES, of Texas. I object to Yielding the floor for any pur­

pose. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair holds that the gentleman from Texas 

[Mr. JO~TES] is entitled to the floor. He has the right to make his 
objection in his own way, and the question of reading the certificn.te 
can be called up at any time, if desired, after he shall have completed 
his statement. 

Mr. JONES, of Texas. They can have the certificate read, if they 
desire, after I have concluded. 

The objection I have indicated and which I haye been hying to 
.make in this case is that Mr. 'VHEELER was not elected by a majority 
of the legal votes cast in the district which he claims to have the 
right to represent here, but that, on the contrary, his competitor, 
llr. William M. Lowe, received a majority of the legal votes actuaJ.ly 
cast, as appears from the official returns in that election, and in sup­
port of that protest to the swearing in of the gentleman from .Ala­
bama [:Mr. WHEELER] a,t this time--

Mr. HOOKER. Mr. Speaker, I regret to be compelled to interrupt 
the gentleman from Texa~, [Mr. Jo~TEs,] but I must rise to a point of 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. HOOKER. It must be now apparent to the Speaker and to 

the House th.:'tt the objection on the part of the swearing in of the 
~entle.man fi·om .Alabama by the gentleman from Texas now on the 
noor goes to the merits of the que tion-is a discussion of the merits 
of the case itself-and goes to the title of the seat on this floor of the 
member from .Alabama or the contesting member from .Alabama. 
That being the case; the Speaker must observe that it assumes now, 
upon a proposition to swear in a member-and I take it for granted 
that there is a concurrent line.of authmity from the first cases de­
cided, the New Jersey ca es and the Tennessee cases, down to the 
very last one, in support of my objection to this proceeding-to open 
up the question upon its merits. I hold, sir, that he cannot discuss 
that question })ending the right of the House to proceed to the swear­
ing in of a member, and that pending that question you cannot g::> 
into anythin" but as to the prim-a fac~ right. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state that the gentleman 
from Texas is entitled to the :floor, and his right in that respect is 
not subject to the point at this time. He is making an objection, as 
the Chair understands, to the swearing in of the gentleman from 
Abbama, and the Chair thinks he has a right to state his objection 
in his own way. The Chair (,loes not believe, from what has already 
been said, he ean decide the })Oint made by the gentleman fi·om Mis­
sissippi as to whether the gent.leman from Texas is going beyond the 
privilege a~corded under the rule or not. 
· Mr. CALKINS. If my friend from Texas will yield to me for one 

moment, I desire to make a suggestion which I . think will meet the 
approval of tho House. Let the certificate of the gentleman from 
.Alabama be read and a motion made to sw·ear him in. Then the ob­
jection can be made. That is the line of precedent running for years 
through such cases as this. 

Mr. HOOKER. ·The view of the gentleman from Indiana, in my 
judo-ment is undoubtedly correct. 

ifi·. CALKINS. That brings the whole thing in its proper order. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas is entitled to the floor. 
:Mr. JONES, of Texas. The case now before us presents itself to the 

House-if the objection be fully eA-pressed to the House-as a very 
simple p1·oposition. Mr. WHEELER presents the certificate of the 
governor of the State of .Alabama,. The contestant, Mr. Lowe, pre­
sents the official 1·eturns made by the SUJlervisors of election, fi·om 
which retm'IIs, being the original record of the election, it appears 
that Mr. Lowe received upward of 400 majority. . 

Now, the position is this, that it is thus officially shown that the 
certificate of election o:fferecl here by the gentleman from Alabama is 
not what it pw·po11:s to be-a printa facie certificate. I ask, in sup­
port of the objection I make to the swearing in of the gentleman from 
.Alabama, that the return or report of the chief supervisors touching 

ihi election be read, o that the Hou e may be fully advi ed of the 
real merits of the point involved; in other wOTdli!, as tO'the·priml£1 
facie cru e. 

The objection assumes that the prima facie case is a"ainst or at 
variance with the certificate of the governor in that the ~ertificate or 
certified report of the chief supervisor shows that his competitor, the· 
contestant in this case, received an actual majority ofthelegal votes·. 
cast. I send the paper to the desk to be read. 

Mr. HOOKER. I rise to a point of order upon the reading of tb:~t 
paper. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
l\Ir. HOOKER. My point of order is simply this--
lli. JONES, of Texas. I ask that the paper be read as a part of my­

remarks. 
llr. HOOKER. :My point of order is, that the prima facie caso· 

being made out by the certificate of the proper official, authorized 
by law to give the authentication of the election, you cannot go 
behind that and investigate the question, or the details of the pl·e­
ceding processes. The certificate is at this time the only thing for­
you to consider where that presents the prima facie case, as it does. 
here .. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that is n()t strictly a. 
point of order, but that it goes to the question of whether the gen­
tleman is entitled to be sworn in; whether the objection having­
been made, it is a good one or not. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. 
Jo~s) desires to have the certificate of the supervisors read as a 
part of his remarks. 

Mr. HASKELL. Before the Chair decides upon that point I want 
to make a sA-li:estion in the nature of a point of order. 

The SPE R. The gentleman from Kansas will state his point 
of order. 

Mr. HASKELL. The order of business in which the House is now 
engaged is upon the swearing in of a member. Now, if a me-mber ob­
jects to the swearing in of another member, and takes the floor when 
the proper time arrives, he should take it upon a motion or resolution 
of some kind. The gentleman from Texas [l\Ir. Jo::-ms) has stated 
the general ground of his objection, and there is nothing before the 
House. There is no motion, no resolution, concerning the matter. 
I think, the gentleman having been granted the courtesy of the floor · 
in explanation of his objection, the Chair should rule that he ;;hould 
introduce a resolution to dispose of this case in some way, and so 
bring something before the House for its consideration. 

l\fr. JONES, of Texas. That is just what I propose to do after I 
conclude my remarks. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I desire to say one word on the point ot 
order. I think there is no controversy, or ought to be no contro...-ersy,. 
in this House as to the clue procedmo in a case of this kind. Her& 
are credentials read and a prima facie case made out, as clear as any 
case on which any member has ever taken his seat. No motion is 
made to unseat the member. Only an objection comes in from one· 
quarter. That is all irregular. ·You never could organize the House· 
by any such mode. What does McCrary say' You, Mr. Speaker, 
having been a distinguished member of the Committee on Election ,. 
are familiar with Mr. McCrary's book on the .American Law of Elec­
tions. Mr. McCrary ays: 

If a party holding the ordinary credentials of an oflice­

~Ir. JONES, of Texas. I believe I have the floor. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas [l\Ir. JONES] is enti-. 

tled to the floor, but the gentleman fi:om New York [Mr. Cox) was. 
recognized on the point of order mado by the gentlema,n from Kan­
sas, [Mr. liAsKELL1 ] which has not yet been disposed of. The rights. 
of the o-entleman !rom Texas will be protected. 

Mr. Box, of New York. I want to rrive my friend from Texas the­
law of the case a laid down by the ili.stinguishe<l gentleman, Mr .. 
McCrary, who was at ono time chairman of the Committee on Elec­
tions of this Hou e. He wa a Republican, not exactly in affiliation 

·with my fi·iend fi·om Texas, but approaching that way in fact, ar; wEY 
know. I read from McCrary's book, page 148: 
If the party holdin~ the ordinary credentials of an office can be kept out of tho· 

office by the mere institution of a contest the organization of a legislatiYo body, such 
for example as the House of Representati'l"es of the United States, might ue alto­
gether preventet1 by institutinoo conte ts against a majority of the members, 01~ 
what is more to be apprehende8, the relati'l"e strength of political parties in such 
a body might be changed by in titutinoo contests against members of one or the 
other of such parties. The e considerations have made it neces a.ry to adopt an<l 
to adhere to the rule that the person holding the ordinary credentials shall bo quali­
fied and allowed to act pending a contest, and until a decision can bo had on the 
merits. 

.And for a, strong 1·eason; a fortiori, no mere objection-not a con­
test, but no mere objection-coming from one member at tllo time of 
om ordinary proceeding here of wearing in members ought to pre­
vail, o as to ill organize this proceeding. 

Mr. ROBESON. Mr. Sp_eaker, it is very important we should pro­
ceed in a, case like this according to law, and that our first step for­
-ward should be from a firm basis. Therefore let us under tand the 
position of this ca e. By the law of the land the Clerk of the last 
House makes up the roll of this Hou e as a preliminary body compe­
tent to organize itself. When that is done, then by the sta,tute the 
Speaker is to proceed to swear in the Representa,tives-elect. How is 
ho to know who are the llepre enta.tiYe. -elecd By the certificate of 
the constitntcd authorities of the , 'tate accorcling to the laws of the 
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tate whose constituted authorities give it. If that certificate is 

here propel'ly .n.uthenticated by the great seal ofthe State, according 
·to the laws of the State of Alabama, it can only be questioned in two 
ways-! meanprin~afaeie. The ~ne is .that. it is a forgery, and the 
·.other is thn.t there IS orne other disqualificatiOn of the member offer­
in cr to be ::;worn which is not co\ered by the certificate. But so long 
a-s 

0
the certificate oortifie only to what the law authorizes the gov­

ernor to certify to, so long it is a p1·inw: facie case, and command~ in 
my opinion p1'ima facie tbe action of thiS House, and all other obJeC­
tions printa facie are out of order. 

Now my syrupathie are all one way in this case, but I cannot vio­
late what I feel to be the law of the land and the good order which 
is necessary to the proper and expeditious organization of this House. 
{Appla.nse on the Democratic side.] 

1\Ir. RAJ\TDALL. If the gentleman from Texas will yielcl to me for 
..a, moment--- . 

Mr. JONES, of Texas. I prefer to retain the floor for the present. 
The SPEAKER. The point of order has not been dispo ed of. The 

_gentleman from Texas [l\Ir. J O~""ES] is entitled to the floor for the pur­
pose of stating his objection. 

Mx. RANDALL. The only point I desire to suggest is that there 
is no motion before the House, n.nd I desire to make one that shall 
bring this subject up. That motion ~s that the gentleman from Ala­
bama [Mr. WHEELER] be now sworn rn. . 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state, in disposing of the 
point of order made by the gentleman from K~as, [l\Ir. liAs~L~,] 
·that it seems to be well taken, although the Chau was of the opmwn 
that the crentleman makin~ the objection was entitled to disclose the 

_grounds thereof. Then, if nothing further be done, if no motion be 
made no action taken to exclude the gentleman from Alabama from 
being sworn in, the Chair would proc~ed t? swe.ar him ~· The mo­
tion of the gentleman from Pennsy 1 varua will bern order if the gentle­
man from Texas yields the floor for that purpose. 

)fr. RANDALL. But I suggest there must be some motion to be 
. discussed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so holds; but the gentleman from 
Texas took the floor for the purpose of presenting his objections, and 
he has been so often interrupted that he has been unable to fully state 
what those objections are. 

Mx. JONES, of Texas. I wish to stat-e my objection and then offer 
a resolution meeting the demands of the case. 

The SPEAKER. Would it not be better first to offer the resolu­
tion, or to make some motion f 

Mr. RANDALL. If the gentleman from ·rr:exas will allow me, I 
will make the motion I have indicated, and then yield the floor to 

·him to be heard. 
Mr. JONES, of Texas. I offer the resolution which I send to th~ 

· Clerk's desk. 
The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Resol·ved, That the qnestion of the prima facie as well as the final right of Joseph 

Wheeler and William M. Lowe, contestants respectively claiming a seat in this 
House from the eighth district of .Alabama, be refened to the Committee on Elec· 
tiona hereafter appointed ; and until such committee shall report and the House 

. decide such guest10n neither of said contestants shall be seated. 

:Mr. HOOKER. I renew my point of order. 
:M:r. RANDALL. I move to lay that resolution on the table. 
Mr. JONES, of Texas. I believe I have the floor, and I ask tha.t 

· the paper I have sent to the Cle1·k's desk be read. 
The SPEAKER. A resolution has been offered and is before the 

House for consideration, and a motion has been made to lay that 
_resolution on the table, which motion is not debatable. 

Mr. CAMP. The gentleman from Texas [ ]')fr. J O~""ES] had not yielded 
·· the floor to the gentleman from Pennsylvania []')fr. Ril"'DALL] to make 
_any such motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas did not hav-e the floor 
· to yield after he had presented his resolution until he had resumed 
it for debate or some other purpose. The Chair thinks the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [.Mr. RANDALL] is in order in submitting his mo­

. tion, and that motion not being debatable, the question is upon laying 
the l'esolution on the table. 

The question was taken ; anc1 th~ motion was agreed to. 
Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu­

tion was laid on the table ; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. DEZENDORF. I now ask that the credentials of the gentle­

man from Alabama be read. 
The SPEAKER. The credentials have recently been read. The 

-Chair will state, there being no motion before the House, in the ab­
. sence of l.nstrnction he will regard it his duty to proceed to swear in 
the member. 

Mr. WHEELER then came forward, aml was qualified by taking the 
modified oath. 

The SPEAKER. The next gentleman objected to will now present 
himself. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I withdrawmyobjection to the gentleman:fi:om 
_Iowa, Mr. CUTTS. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I desire to suggest that all the gentlemen be called 
~ and sworn in at once, if objections are withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER. The suggestion will be acted upon, unless the 
objections shall be renewed. . . 

Mr. SPRINGER. I also withdraw my objection to the gentleman 
from New York, Mr. WADSWORTH. ·. 

Mr. VAN VOORIDS. I objected to the swearills in of Mr. KL."G, 
of Louisiana, solely because there was a contest m his case and in 
order to put him in the same category with the other gentlemen 
objectecl to, and for no other reason. I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. KING. And I withdraw my objection to l\fr. VAN Voonms, 
of New York, being sworn in. [Laughter. ] 

l\Ir. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I desire that the certificate of l\fr. 
V AJ.~ VooRHIS, of New York, be read. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair might consider it proper to have that 
certificate read simply for the pmpose of determining whether it 
makes a p-rinta facie case. 

Mr. HM!l\IOND, of Georgia . That is my only object in asking to 
ha\e it read. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would inquire of the ~entleman from 
Georgia [:Mr. Hiln.wxD] if he denies that the certificate makes a 
prim.a facie case. · 

1\fr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I do not know anything about it. 
The gentleman has been objected to as other gentlemen ho.ve been 
objected to. I presume tho. e gentlemen would not have been ob-­
jected to unless there was some reason for it. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Georgia objects to the 
swearing in of the gentleman from New York, of course the certifi­
cate will be read. 

l\Ir. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I have no objection to that gentle­
man being sworn in more than another. 

The SPEAKER. There is nothing pending before the Honse. As 
the Chair understands, there is no objection to swearing in the gen­
tleman from New York. 

1\fr. HAMMO~TD, of Georgia. I desire, as I said, to renew the ob­
jection for this purpo e only. 

The SPEAKER. Then there is objection, and the gentleman from 
New York will stand aside again for the present. 

Mr. BROWNE. I de ire to have read the certificate of election of 
J. FLOYD K.IXG. I suppose it is all regular, and that he ought to be 
sworn in, but I may be mistaken about it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chan: will regard this as an objection, and 
the gentleman from Louisiana will stand aside for the present. 

Mr. WADSWORTH, l\Ir. CU'IT , and l\fr. MOORE were duly qualifiecl 
by taking the "test oath.n 

Mr. HAMl\fOND, of Georgia. Since renewing the objection which 
the gentleman from Loui ianahadmadetothe wearinginofthe gen­
tleman from New York [Mr. VAN VooRHIS] I have learned a fact as 
to the form of that certificate which I did not know at the time I 
made the objection. I now withdraw that objection. 

The SPEAKER. The objection to the swearing in of the gentle-
man from New York is withdrawn. . 

Mr. BROWNE. I know nothing about the certificate of l\fr . .K.IxG; 
I never knew anything about it; I!J!ever cared anythin~ about it 
particularly; and I withdra~ the qbjection to swearing hnn in. 

l\Ir. VAl.~ VOORHIS was then duly qualified bytaking the test oath, 
and Mr. KING by taking the modified oath. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will further call the names of mem-
bers against whom objection was made on the original call. 

The Cle1·k called the name of JAl\IES R. CHAL'fERs, of Mississippi. 
Mr. MOORE. I renew my objection. 
The SPEAKER. The objec;tion already made still stands. The 

gentleman from Tenne see will plea estate what action he desires to 
have taken, based on his objection. For the 11urpose of facilitating 
the completion of this business, some motion or resolution ought to 
be submitted in each of these cases before discussion is entered upon. 
In the opinion of the Chair that is the proper and ordinary manner 
of disposing of such questions, and it is also in accordance with the 
rules of the House. Debate should be predicated upon some specific 
motion pending before the House. 

Mr. MOORE. I move that the credentials of l\Ir. CHAL"\iERS be 
referred to the Committee on Elections when appointed, and that 
until action by the committ-ee he be not sworn in. 

Mr. TOWNSHE~TD, of Illinois. I move to lay that motion on the 
table. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois moves to lay the 
motion of the ~entlemau from Tennessee on the table. That motion 
is not debatable. 

Mr. BROWNE. l\lay not the credentials be read for the informa­
tion of the House. We would like to know the form of the certificate. 

The SPEAKER. At a later stage of the proceedings the reading 
may be in order. At pre ent the motion is to lay on the table the mo­
tion of the gentleman from Tennessee, and the motion to lay on the 
table is not debatable. 

Mr. ROBESON addres ed the Chair. 
The SPEAKER. l!'or what purpose does the gentleman from New 

Jersey [Mr. ROBESOx] rise ~ 
l\fr. ROBESON. To make a motion. 
The SPEAKER. There is a motion pending. 
:Mr. COX,ofNewYork. lrisetoapointoforder. Iinsistonthese 

credentials being read. 
The SPEAKER. ThegentlemanfromNewYork will withholclthA 
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application to have the credentials read until the House has disposed 
of the motion of the gentleman from Illinois to lay on the table the 
motion of the gentleman from Tennessee. 

],fr. COX, of New York. Mr. Speaker, these credentials are perti­
nent to the motion to lay on the table. 

The SPEAKER. In the optnion of the Chair the reading of the 
credentials would be in the nature of debate. 

llr. TOWNSHEND of illinois. For the purpose of allowing the 
credentials to be I'e;;d1 I withdraw my motion to lay on the table. 

The SPEAKER. Tne gentleman from Illinois withdraws the mo­
tion to lay the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee on the table. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, oflllinois. Temporarily, Mr. Speaker; simply 
for the purpose of allowing the credentials to be read. 

Mr. MOORE. Now, l\:lr. Speaker, the only reason--
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee is entitled to the 

floor. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of illinois. I qualified my withdrawal of the 

motion. It was simply for the purpose of allowing the credentials 
to "he read . 

. Mr. MOORE. I have not yielded the floor. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair did not so understand the gentleman 

from illinois; nor does the Chair think ~at the gentleman from Ten­
nessee should be taken from the floor except--

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of illinois. Then I renew tho motion. 
Mr. MOORE. I do not yield the floor. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think the gentleman from 

Tennessee yielded the floor after the motion to lay on the table was 
withdrawn; and he is entitled to recognition. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of illinois. I appended a qualification to my 
withdrawal. 

The SPEAKER. If there is any misunderstanding about the mat­
ter, the motion to lay on the table may bo renewed. The Chair has 
no disposition to take advantage of any gentleman, and will assume 
that the gentleman from illinois withdrew his motion simply for the 
purpose of having the credentials read. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of illinois. I renew the motion. 
Mr. MOORE. I decline to yield for any purpose. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on the motion of the gentlema,n 

fi:om illinoistolayon thetablethe motionofthe gentleman from Ten­
nessee. 

The motion of Mr. ToWNSHEli."'D, of illinois, was agreed to, and the 
motion of Mr. MooRE was laid on the table. 

Mr·. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I move that the gentleman from 
llississippi be sworn in. 

The SPEAKER. It needs no motion. The Chair has not ruled that 
the credentials or certificate of election of the gentleman could not 
be called for, but has simply ruled the paper coulM. not be read while 
the motion to lay on the table was pendin~ before the House. 

Mr. BROWNE. I ask that the credentials be read simply to see 
whether they are regular. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair holds, fGr the purpose of instructing 
the Chair and the House on the tn-inta facie case1 the credentials may 
be read when asked for. '.fhe Clerk will theretore now read them. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 

Eucutive Departm,ent. 
I, James M. Stone, governor of the State of :Mississippi, do hereby certify that 

at a. general election in the State of :Mississippi, on the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
eighty, it bein~ the ·second ~ay .of November~ as required b~ law, James R. 
Chalmers was uuly and constitutionally elect.eu a Representative to the Forty­
seventh Congress of the United States of .America, to represent the sixth Con· 
gressional district of the State of :Mississippi, as appears from the official returns 
now on :file in the office ef secretary of State.. · 

In testimony whereof, I, J. M. Stone, governor of the State aforesaid, have 
caused these letters to be made patent and the great seal of the State to be here-
unto affixed. . 

Given under my hand, at the cio/ of Jackson, the 17th day of November, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty. 

lBEA.L.] J. M. STONE. 
:By the governor: 

HENRY C. MYERS, Secretary of State. 

Mr. CHAJ..MERS was then sworn in by taking the modified oath. 
The SPEAKER. The next case to be considered is that of SAMUEL 

DIBBLE, of South Carolina. 
Mr. CALKINS. I desire to offer a resolntio• in that case, and 

also to have the recognition of the Chair to be heard in debate upon 
the resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Whereas on the second day of November1 1880J in conformity to law, an election 

was held in the second Congressional district or the State of Sooth Carolina for 
Representative in the Forty-seventh Congress of the United States, at which 
election there were two candidates, namefy, Ron. M. P. O'Connor and Ron. E. 
,V. M. Mackey, voted for; that, as a result of said eleotien, a certificate wa..s 
iss ned to Ron. M. P. O'Connor by the secretary of State, bearing the seal of said 
State, and which is now on :file with the Clerk of this Honse; and 

'Vhereas Hon. E. W. M. Mackey, in conformity with la.w, served upon Ron. 
M. P. O'Connor notice of contest, to which the said O'Connor :filed his answer; 
and, in pursuance thereof, testimony was taken and filed with the Clerk of this 
Hense, which still remains in his custody ; that during the pending of said con­
test, and before this House could determine it, on the 26th da.y of April, 1881, 
Ron. M. P. O'Oonnor died, and on the 23d day of May, 1881, the governor of the 
State of South Carolina issued his writ of election to fill the supposed vacancy 
caused by the death of Ron. M. P. O'Connor; that as a. result of said special 
election the governor and secretary of State of said State issued to Ron. Samuel 
Dibble a certificate of election to fill said v~Wai~cy, under which he.now claims a 
Stl:lt on this floor: Now, therefore, 

Be it n~soZved, That the certificate of election presented by Ron. Samuil Dibble, 

rogether with the memorial and protest and all other papers and testimony taken 
in the case of the contest of E. W. M. Mackey against .M. P. O'Connor now on :file 
with the Clerk of this House, be, and the same hereby are, referred to the Com· 
mittee on Elections, when appointed, with instructions to report it at us early a 
day as practicable, either as to the prima facie right or the final right of said clarm­
ants to the seat as the committee shall deem proper, and that neither claimant shall 
be sworn in till the committee report. 

Mr. RANDALL. I desire to reserve the point of order against that, 
but not to interfere with the gentleman from Indiana addressing the 
House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana is entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. CALKINS. There is but one question involved in the case 
which is.now before the House, and th<Lt simply is a question of law. 
As I am mformed by those who have been looking the matter up, no 
other similar case has risen, or there is no report whi:ehcan be found 
of any similar case during the existence of the Government. 

Before I proceed with my remarks on the point involved, in order 
to get it squarely before the Honse, I ask the credentials u,nd certifi­
cate from the governor of South Carolina given to Hon. SAMUEL Dm­
BLE be read in the presence of the House, and for this purpose : It 
appears, as I claim, upon the face of the certificate plainly that it 
was issued in pursuance of an election held to fill this vacancy, and 
therefore the certificate itself brings up the point of law which I 
wi h to submit to the House. I ask that the credentials be read as 
a part of my remarks. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
The State of South Carolina, by his Excellency, Johnson Hagood, the go>ernor of 

the State of South Carolina. 
To the honorable the House of Representatives 

of the United States of America, Fo-rl1J·Seventh Oongress: 
Whereas a va,cancy in the representation from the State of South Carolina., of 

the second congressional district thereof, composed of the counties of Charleston, 
Clarendon, and Orange burgh, happened by the death, on April 26, A. D. 1881, of 
:Michael P. O'Connor, who, at the general electioB held November 2, A. D.1880, 
was chosen a. member of the said HOuse of r-epresentatives for said congressional 
district; and 

'Vhereas in accordance with the Constitution of the United St..'ttes I , on May 
23, A. D.1881, issued a. WTit of elee.tion appointing an election to be holden on June 
9, A. D. 1881, to fill such va,cancy; and 

Whereas the returns show that such election was duly holden, and that at 
s2id election Samuel Dibble received the greatest number of votes given at said 
election: 

Now, therefore, I do hereby certify that the said Samuel Dibble ha-s been duly 
elected a member of the House of Representatives of the United States of .America, 
Forty-seventh Congress, for the second con!ITes ional district of the State of 
South Carolina., composed of the counties of Charleston, Clarendon, and Orange­
burgh, to fill the vacancy in the reJ?resentation from the said State of South Caro­
lin.'l>, of the second congressional district thereof, occasioned by the death of the 
said Michael P. O'Connor. 

Given under my hand and the ~eat seal of the State of South Carolina, in 
Columbia., this twenty-second da.y,of June in the year of our Lord 1881, and in the 
one hundred and :fifth year of the sovereignty and independence of the United 
States of .America. 

[SEAL.) JOHNSON HAGOOD, Gorernor. 
:By the governor : 

R. .M. Snrs, SecretartJ of State. 

Mr. CALKINS. Mr. Speaker, it will be seen the certificate on its 
face recites the fact--

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman clesire the other certificate 
read as a part of his remarks, as there are two and only one has been 
re~Y • · 

Mr. CALKINS. I understand they are both substantially the 
same, the single difference being that one is signed by the secretary 
and the ~overuor, and the other by the secretary. 

Mr. EviNS. They are virtually the same; but the certificate of 
the governor is a little more full. 

1\.fr. CALKINS. .And the point that is presented by the certificate, 
which will suggest itself immediately to the mind of every one who 
has heard it read, is this: It represents that it was issued in pursu­
ance of an election held to fill a vacancy; and before I proceed fur­
ther it is proper for me to say that I have no feeling whatever in the 
matter one way or the other, and am only anxious that the House 
shall decide the question of law so that it will become a precedent 
for future ~uida.nce in similar cases. 

The certificate also recites that the writ of election was issued by 
the governor of the State of South Carolina in pursuance of the Con­
stitution of the United States. That portion of the Constitution is 
as follows: 

When vacancies happen in the representation from any State the executive 
authority thereof shall1ssue writs of election to :fill such vacancies. 

Now, it is clear that if there was no vacancy the governor of South 
Carolina, or the governor of any other State, had no jurisdiction or 
power to issue a writ of election to fill such vacancy when there is 
none. 

The further fact which appears, and which we are all as a court 
bound to take notice of, is that there was a contest commenced in 
this House between the then member-elect, Mr. O'Connor, since dead, 
andE. W. l\1. Mackey,oftheStateofSouthCarolina; and that case has 
been undetermined and undisposed of and still remains for adjudication 
by the House. The question therefore presented here is whether tho 
prinw, facie right conceded to have been held by 1\fr. O'Connor under 
the certificate of election of November 2, 1880-I say the qestion is 
whether the prima facie right held by him at the time of his death 
gave the governor of South Carolina jurisdiction to determine in such 
way that that determination binds this Honse; gave him, in other 
words, jurisdiction to issue a. writ of election upon a hypothetical case 
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not yet determined. That is ~he qu~tion to be deten;nined here.; for 
we all know that this House IS the Judge of the election, return, and 
qualifications of its o~n m~mbers. . 

This case was pending; It has not been disp~sed of. . It h!ls never 
been determined and it never could be determmed 1mtil this House 
convened· so that the certificate upon its face bears evidence to 
these fac~ before the House when the House is brought to consider 
tho prima facie case. . 

As I have aready stated, I have been unable to find any a:uthonty, 
any precedent since the organization of the Governmen~, directed .to 
thepointhere; butiholdinm~ha~d the_Law andPractiCe of Legis­
lativeAssemblies, by Mr. Cushing, ill whichhe~aysdown what I con­
ceiv-e to be principles analogc;ms to the 9-ue~tion before the House. 
On page 197, under the head of VacanCies ill the Congress of the 
United States,· he says: 

The lam:ruage being "that when vacancies happen in the representati?n from 
any State 17 the executive thereof shall issue writs of election to fill them, It would 
seem to f~llowthat where a vacancy is of such a natru:e that it may be creaf:ed or 
exist independently of the House itself, the executive of the State may m all 
cases take official notice of the vacancy and proc~d at once to take ~e proper 
mea"ffi!'es for filling it; but that where the vacancy Is. of such a nature _that It cannot 
exist or be created without some act of the House Itself, the executiv.e of a State 
<':mnot proceed to take measures to fill it until he receives official notice from the 
House. 

Passing by the first and second clausos under this head, we find the 
following : . 

485. m. In reo-ard to vacancies which are not m;eated or consummated Without 
some vote or re~ution to that effect on the part of the House, ~thou~h the ad or 
c>ent from which they r esult ha;pJ?ened when Congress was not m session, such ya.­
<'.ancies cannot be filled until official notice is given by the House to the executive 
of the State. Vacancies of this description are those wh~ch result from~ re~ to 
qualify, expulsion, adJudi_catio~ of. a controverted election or return, disqualifica,. 
tion, or acceptance of a disqualifymg office. . 

Now, by analogy, I submit to the Ho~ e a~r st~ting what my op~n­
ion is on the law and as a result ofmymvesttgation of the law which 
bears upon this subject, whether when a case is ~ending and ~de­
termined, which is not dispo ed of and cannot ~e disposed of until the 
assemblinO' of Con!!l'ess, whether under such crrcumstances the gov­
~rnor of a State ca: make any such case so as to present a p1'ima fame 
riO'ht of a member to a seat here until the House has determined the 
q~estion. I submit. that question without further argument upon it 
for the determination of the lawyers in this House. . . . 

Secondly. I call the attention of the House to a peculiar condition 
of affairs 'should Mr. DIBBLE be sworn in on his printa fac-ie right. 
Under the statutes of the United States providing for the contesting 
of elections certain rules are pointed out by which the contestant 
and contes~e must be governed in such contest. In this case it woul_d 
happen if :Mr. DIBBLE is sworn in that there is no contest ll;S to his 
·eat whatever; no notice of contest has been served upon him, and 
if the House should decide finally that :Mr. Mackey was entitled to a 
seat under the election of November 2, 1880, the Honse would be de­
priving 1\Ir. DIBBLE of a seat in a case to which he ~as not a party. 
As I said no notice whatever has been served upon him. He has not 
particip~ted in the taking of testimony; he has given n? answer to 
the notice of contest, for none has been served, and he IS only here 
by reason of an independent election. So that if he should _now be 
sworn in and take his seat, and the House shall finally deternune that 
}fr. :Mackey had received a majority af votes at the November elec­
tion of 1880, would that of itself make the seat to be occupied by l\Ir. 
DIBBLE vacant 'I I make the suggestion to the House, bec~use it pre­
sents a question which is deserving of careful consideration. 

Mr. BELFORD. I would like to ask the gentleman from Indiana 
a question: whether he believes that the death of the contestee for­
feited the right of the contestant, or whether it is not perfectly open 
for the House to proceed with the original inquiry 'I 

Mr. CALKINS. I will answer the gentleman from Colorado [1\Ir. 
BELFORD) by saying that the man who received the most legal votes 
at the November election was elected to this House and ought to have 
his seat. If that was Mr. O'Connor, then his death created a vacancy. 
If that was Mr. Mackey, then Mr. O'Connor's death did not create a 
vacancy, and there I leav~ it for this Ho~e to determine. Now I 
submit whether, under this state of fa{Jts, It does not behoove the 
House to take such action, not from a party stand-point but from the 
stand-point of the law, as to make a precedent for all time to come and 
stand upon the law whatever it is. 

Mr. BROWl\~ rose. 
1\Ir. CALKINS. Just one moment. I desire to modify my resolu­

tion in one particular, and now send it to be read by the Clerk as 
modified. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
Resolved, That the certificate of election presented by Hon. Samu~ Dibble, to­

~ether with the memorial and protest and all other papers and testimony taken 
in thecae of the contest of E. W. M. MackeyagainstM. P. O'Connor, now on :file 
with the Clerk of this House, be,• and the same are hereby, referred to the Commit­
tee on Elections when appointed, with instructions to rellort at as early a day as 
practicable whether any vacancy, as alleged in the certificate, existed, and as ~ 
the prima facie right or the final right of said claimants to the seat as the commit­
tee shall deem proper, and that neither claimant shall be sworn in until the com· 
mittea report. 

:Mr. RANDALL. I rise for the purpose, not of interfering with the 
debate, but to reserve the right to make the point of order against 
that resolution in so far as it touches the merits of the contest. I do 
not object to anythin~ t~t relates to the prima facie certificate. 

Mr. BROWNE. I snau not occupy the attention of the House be-

yond two or three mitmtes. The case presented is this, if I am cor­
rectly advised by the remarks of my colleague, [Mr: CAL~s:J At. 
the November election of 1880 in the second congressiOnal distnct of 
South Carolina there were two candidates for a seat in this House. 
One 1\Ir. O'Connor, received the C'ertificate of the executive in due 
fo~ that he had been elected at that election. Immediately his seat 
was contested, and that contest was pending in this. House and ~­
adjudicated. Subsequently Mr. O'Connor, who ;received the _certifi­
cate of the governor, died. The governor by his proclamatiOn de­
clared the existence of a vacancy, and ill pursuance thereto an elec­
tion is held and a second person, Mr. DIBBLE, was declared to be 
elected. N~w that gentleman brings into t~ Hou~e his ce~ific!l'te 
in due form reciting the fact that a vacancy eXISted rn that district, 
that an election was held in conformity to law, and that the person 
named in the certificate, Mr. DIBBLE, was duly elec~d. Ho_w does 
this case diffe1· from these other cases of persons holding certificates. 
of election, and whom the House bas said had pt·irna facie oases f 

It is said, in the first place, if it be be~d that this .contestee has a 
p1'ima facie case, that it in some way illterferes With _the contest 
between Mackey and O'Connor. It can do no such thing. If the 
contest of Mackey prevail, then there was no e:ristmg vacancy and 
the p1'irna facie case of :Mr. DIBBLE is gone, because there was no 
vacancy authorizing the second election. . 

But it is assumed that inasmuch as the contestee has had no notice. 
of a contest, therefore it is claimed he cannot be bound by the de­
cision of the original case. That is a. mistake. H~ i~ bound by the. 
clearest principles of law to take notiCe of the eXIstmg cont-est be­
tween Mackey and O'Connor. It is part of the record. He is com­
pelled to take notice of it; and when a decision is arrived at, he is 
bound by the adjudication. . . . 

It is said also the governor has certified rn this case the fact that 
there was a vacancy occasioned by Mr. O'ConnOIJS death, and that 
upon that subject we may ~o behind the certificate. I suppose the 
law of the State of South uarolina requires the governor to certify 
the death of a member of Congress when it occurs and the existence 
of a vacancy. He is bound to call an ~le~tio~ to fill the vacancy. ~t 
is his duty to ascertain the facts, and 1t IS. hi~ dll:tY. to .Pl~t ~hem J? 
his certificate. These acts are as clearly within hisJunsdictionasit 
was to certify to the original election and its results, precisely so. 
Why Y Because he sent only a few months ago his certificate that 
:Mr. P. O'Connor was elected to represent this Congressional district 
in the ~,orty-seventh Congress. 'Whelil he sends his.., second certifi?ate 
covering the same Congress, the Forty-seventh Congress, he giVes 
the reason for it, viz, that Mr. O'Connor is dead. His death created 
the vacancy; and in pursuance of the death and vacancy he had or­
dered a second election. \Vhen the second election was held the gov­
ernor certifies that Mr. DIBBLE was elected. It was a part of the duty 
ofthe executive of South Carolinatoascertainthefactofl\Ir. O'Con­
nor's death. It was a part of his legal duty to declare the vacancy 
thus created and to provide for the election of a success.or. An<;l when 
the election took place and Mr. DIBBLE was elected, It was his duty 
to certify the facts. And in this way precisely this case now stands. 

If in the oriO'inal contest between Mackey and O'Connor Mackey 
prevails, then bMr. DIBBLE is not a Representative in this C<mgress, 
because there was no vacancy. It makes no difference how many 
votes Mr. DIBBLE received at that election, he could not be elected to 
a seat in this House because there wa.s no existing vacancy; and in 
that event Mackey would take his seat. But on this certificate Mr. 
DIBBLE has as much right to the se~t on the prima .(aci~ case as any 
other gentleman who has brought his regular certificate hei·e and 
been admitt-ed. I say to my Republican frie;nds and all o_the~s that 
we cannot afford to establish bad precedents ill cases of this k~d. I 
have seen something of the consequences of bad pre?edents ill elec­
tion cases. So far as I am concerned, I am deternnned to make a 
clean record, and consider these questions as judicial ones, and vote 
according to my conscience and my judgment. 

.Mr. EVINS. I desire to ask my distinguished friend from Indiana 
[Mr. CALKINS] whether he means to press this resolution '1 

Mr. CALKINS. I desire to submit it to the House. 
Mr. EVINS. After the eloquent speech of my ~ther frien~ from 

Indiana [1\Ir. BROWNE] who has shown so conclusiVely the nght of 
my colleague (1tlr. DIBBLEl to a seat on this floor on his .p1·ima facie 
case I will not detain the Honse with the remarks I had mtended to 
make but will move to lay the resolution on the table. 

1\Ir.'CALKINS. Upon tho sugo-estion of some ofmy friends on this 
side of the House (and I make the suggestion also to the House) .I 
will ask that the consideration of this resolution be postponed until 
to-morrow morning. 

Many MEMBERS. Oh, no I 
Mr. CALKINS. Very well; let it be acted on now. 
The question was taken upon the motion to lay the resolution on 

the table ; and it was agreed to. . . 
Mr. EVINS moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 

was laid on the table ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. . . 
Mr. DIBBLE then present-ed himself, anti. was qualified by taki.ug 

the modified oath. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed by the Clerk that all the 
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members pre ent have been sworn in. Under ':the law, as the Chair 
understands it, the next business in order will be the election of a 
.Clerk. 

Mr. MAGINNIS. I rise to a question of privilege. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. MAGINNIS. It isthattb.eDelegatesfrom the Territories shall 

now be sworn in. 
Mr. ROBESON. I desire to nominate for Clerk of this House-­
Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman from Montana [Mr. MAGTh~--rsJ 

·has raised the question of swearing in the Delegates from the Ter­
ritories at this time. 

The SPEAKER. The next business in order to complete, under the 
]aw the organization of the House is the election of Clerk. The mat­
ter ~f swearing in the Delegates will follow. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Is not the swearing in of a member of this House 
.a matter of higher privilegef 

'I'he SPEAKER. Under the statute a Delegate from a Territory is 
-not a member. 

ELECTIO:N OF CLERK. 
:Mr. ROBESON. I nominate for Clerk of this House Ron. Edward 

:.McPher on, a citizen of Pennsylvania. 
The SPEAKER. Further nominations for Clerk are in order. 
Mr. HOUSE. I nominate as Clerk of the Forty-seventh Congress 

·George M. Adams, of the State of Kentucky. 
:Mr. MURCH. I desire to place in nomination Ron. Gilbert De La 

l!la.tyr, a citizen of Indiana. 
The SPEAKER. No further nomin11.tions being ma.de7 the Clerk 

will now call the roll of members and ea,ch member will vote t-iva 
·Jt•oce for the per on of his choice for Clerk of this House. 

1\Ir. ROBESON. Are not the tellers required to again take their 
. · tations f 

The SPEAKER. They are not, us the Chair is informed. The 
-;tally will be kept by the old clerks. 

1\Ir. ROBESON. Under the supervision of the Speaker f 
The SPEAKER. Certuinly. 
The roll was then chlled with the following result: 

..Aldrich, 
..A.nderson, 
_Barr, 
Bayne, 
Belford, 

.Bingham, 
Bowman, 
Brewer, 

.:Driggs, 
Browne, 
Buck, 

::Burrows, Julius C. 
Butterworth, 

.Calkins, 
•Camp. 
.campbell, 
4CancUer, 
•Cannon, 
.Carpenter, 
Caswell, 
Chace 
Cornell, 
Crapo, 

.Crowley, 
Cnllen, 
Cutts, 
Darrell, 

:Davis, George R. 
Dawes, 
Deeting, 

_De Motte, 
Dezendorf, 

_Dingley, 
_Dunnell, 
Dwight, 
.Errett, 
.Jfarwell, Cha.s. B. 

.Aiken, 
_.Allen, 
.Arm.field, 
.Atherton, 
Atkins, 
_Barbour, 
.. Bea{!h, 
Belmont, 
Belt:Zhoover, 
:Berry, 
Black, 
Blackburn, 
:Blanchard, 
Bland, 
Bliss, 
::Blount, 
llraag, 
Buctanan, 
Buckner, 
Cabell, 
Caldwell, 
.Car .!isle, 
Cassidy, 
Chalmers, 
Chapman, 
Clardy, 
CJ.a.rk, 

For Mr. Edward McPherson-148. 
Farwell, Sewell S. Ma-son, 
l!'isher, McClure, 
Fulkerson, McCoid, 
George, McCook, 
Godshalk, McKinley, 
Grout, Miles, 
Guenther, Miller, 
Ha.ll, Moore, 
Hammond, John Morey, 
Harmer, Neal, 
Harris, Benj. W. Norcross, 
Haskell, O'Neill, 
Hawk, Orth, 
Hazelton, Pacheco, 
Heilman, Page, 
Hendersoa, Parker, 
H~p.burn, Paul, 
Hill. Payson, 
Hiscock, Peelle, 
Horr, Pierce, 
Honk, Pettibone, 
Hubbell, Pound, 
Hubbs, Prescott, 
Humphrey, Ranney, 
Jacobs, Ray, 
Jadwin, Reed, 
.Tones, Phineas :Rice, John B. , 
Jorgensen, Rice, William W. 
Joyce, Rich, 
Kasson, Richardson, D.P. 
Kelley, Ritchie 
Ketcham, Robeson, 
Laooy, Robinson, G-eo. D. 
Lewis, Robinson, .Tame8S. 
Lindsey, Rusaell, 
Lord, Ryan, 
Marsh, Scranton, 

For Mr. George M . .Adam.s-129. 
Clements, 
Cobb, 
Colerick, 
Converse, 
Cook, 
Cox, Samuel S. 
Cox, William R . 
Covington, 
Cravens, 
Culberson, 
Curtin, 
Datidson, 
Davis, Lowndes H. 
Dibble, 
Dibrell, 
Dowd, 
Dugro, 
Du.im, 
Ellis, 
Ermentrout, 
Evins, 
Finley, 
Flower, 
Forney, 
Frost, 
Garrison, 
Geddes, 

Gibson, 
Gunter, 
Hammond, N, .T. 
Hardenbergh, 
Hardy, 
Harris, Henry S. 
Hatch, 
Herbert, 
Herndon, 
Hewitt, Abram S. 
Hewitt, G. W. 
Hoblitzell, 

~~~·an. 
Hooker, 
House, 
Hutchins, 
.Tones, .Tames K. 
Kenna, 
Kina 
Klo~, 
Knott, 
Latham, 
Leedom, 
LeFevre, 
Manning, 
Martin, 

Shallenberger, 
Sherwin, 
Shultz, 
Skinner, 
Smith, A. Herr 
Smith, Dietrich C. 
Smith, .T. Hyatt 
Spaulding, 
Spooner, 
Steele, 
Stone, 
Strait, 
Taylor, 
ThOID..'\S1 
Thompson, Wm. G. 
Townsend, Ari10s 
Tyler, 
Updegraff, .T. T. 
Updegraff, Thomas 
lr'rner, 
Valentine, 
Van Aernam, 
VanHorn, 
Van Voorhis, 
·wadsworth, 
Wait, 
Walker, 
Ward, 
Washburn, 
Watson, • 
Webber, 
West, 
White, 
Williams, Chas. G. 
Willits, 
Wood, Walter A. 
Young . 

Matson, 
McKenzie, 
McLane, 
McMillin, 
Money, 
Morrison, 
Moulton, 
Muldrow, 
Mutchler, 
Nolan, 
Oates, 
Phelps, 
Phister, 
Randall, 
Reagan, 
Richard on, .J no. S. 
Robertson, 
Robinson, Wm. E . 
Rosecrans, 
Ross. 
Scoville, 
Rhackelford, 
Shelley, 
Simonton, 
Singleton, .Ta.s. W. 
Singleton, Otho R. 
Sparks, 

Speer, 
Springer, 
Stockslager, 
Talbott, 
Thompson, P. B. 
Ti.l.lman, 

Townshend, R. W. 
Tucker, 
Turner, Henry G. 
Turner, 0 car 
Upson, 
Vance 

Warner, 
Wellborn, 
Wheeler, 
Whitthorne, 
'\Villiams, Thomas 
Willis, 

For Mr. Gilbert De La Matyr-9. 

Wilson. 
Wise, George D . 
Wise, Morgan R. 

Brumm, Haseltine, Ladd, Murch. 
Burrows, Jos. H. .Tone , George W. Mosgrove, Rice, Theron M. 
Ford, 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk reports 286 votes cast; 144 necessary 
to a choice. Of the whole number cll.st, Mr. McPher on, of Pennsyl­
vania, has received 148 votes; 1\Ir. Adams, of Kentucky, 129; Mr. De 
La Matyr, of Indiana, 9. :hir. McPherson having received a major­
ity of a,ll the votes, is declared elected Clerk of this House for the 
Forty-seventh Congre. s. The oath of office will now be administered 
to him. 

Mr. l't!cPRER ox present-ed himself at the Clerk' de k and wa 
duly qualified. 

ELECTIOS OF OTHER OFFICER . 
:hir. ROBESON. The House being now organized by the election 

of a Spe:tker n.nd a Clerk, I offer the resolution which I send to the 
desk. 

The Clerk rend as follows: 
Resolved, That George W. Hooker, of the State of Vermont, be, and be is hereby, 

elected Sergeant-at-.Ailns of the House of R-epresentatives of the Forty-seventh 
ConiTess; that Walter P. Brownlow, of the State of Tennessee, be, and he is here­
by, elected Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives of the Forty-seventh Con­
gress; that Henry Sherwood, of the State of Michigan, be and he is hereby, 
elected Postmaster of the Honse of Representatives of the Forty-seventh Con­
gress; and that Rev. Fred. D. Power, of the State of Virginia, be, and be is hereby, 
elected ChapL'l.in of the House of Representatives of the Forty-seventh Congress . 

Mr. SPRINGER. If the gentleman from New Jersey [1\Ir. ROBE­
SON] will withdraw the name proposed for Chaplain, I will make no 
objection to the consideration of the resolution at this time. [Crie 
of "No" "No."l 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from New Jersey modify hi 
resolution f 

Mr. ROBESON. Inasmuch ao the gentleman from Illinois has the 
right to demn.nd a division of the question, if he makes that point 
and insists upon it, I must submit. If he does not insist upon it, I 
decline to modify the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not understand that a di>ision i ' 
insisted upon. 

Mr. ROBESON. Mr. Speaker, I retain the :floor; but I will yield 
to u,ny gentleman who desires to move an amendment for the inser­
tion of any other na,mes. I yield for that purpose to the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. HousE.} 

1\Ir. HOUSE. Is the division called for by the gentleman from 
Illinois still insisted upon T , 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands it is not. 
Mr. SPRINGER. It is; I have not withdrawn the demand. 
:hir. HOUSE. That call for a division relates only to the last name 

in the resolution T 
The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand that the resolution is 

to be modified T 
1\Ir. ROBESOX. The gentleman is .entitled to a division! 
Tho SPEAKER. The Chair is of that opinion. 
Mr. ROBESON. Then I am constrained for the present to submit 

to the division . 
Mr. C.Al','NON. I desire th11t there ml}y be no mistmderstanding. 

I understand that the gentleman has a right to a division of thQ 
question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of that opinion. 
Mr. CANNON. And in accordance with that right the division is 

made. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that a division of the 

question may be had on a resolution of this kind, and he desires to 
know the extent of the division which is usked. Is a division in­
sisted upon in regard to every substantive proposition in the reoolu­
tion 'f 

Mr. SPRINGER. Only upon that one office. 
1\Ir. HOUSE. As the gentleman from . Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] 

makes objection upon the nomination proposed for Chaplain, I sug­
gest to the gentleman: from New Jersey that if he will withdraw from 
his resolution that nomination we can then have a vote on the reso­
lution. 

:hir. ROBESON. Isubmittothedivision, which the gentlemanha 
a right to demand. A vote can be taken on the three officers exclu­
sive of Chaplain, and that question can be decided afterward. 

Mr. HOUSE. Then I desire to offer the amendment which I send 
to the Clerk's desk. • • 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. HousE] offer 
an amenclment, which the Clerk will read. As the Chair understands, 
it is in the nature of a substitute. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
For Sergeant-at-Arms, strike out the name of "George W. Hooker, of tlJ.e State 

of Vermont," and insert the nam.e of" John G. Thompson, of Ohio;" for Doorkeeper, 
strike out the name of "Walter P. Brownlow, of the State of Tennessee," and in· 
sert the name of n C. W. Field, of Georaia;" for Postmaster, strikeoutthenameof 
" Henry Sherwood, of the State of Yichlgan," and insert the name of "A. W. C. 
Nowlin, of Virginia." 

• 
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Mr. MURCH. I desire to offer an amendment to the substitute. 
Mr. ROBESON. !yield tothegentlemanfromMaine [Mr. MURCH] 

for that purpose. 
Mr. MURCH: I move to substitute the names that I send to the 

desk. . 
The Clerk read as follows : 
For Serp:eant-at-Arms, Lee Crandall, of Washingi;on, D. C.; for Doorkee~er, H. 

:Martin Williams, of Missouri; for Postmaster, W. C. More, of Pennsylvarua. 

The question being taken on the amendnientof:Mr. MURCH, it was 
not agreed to. 

'The question then recurred on the amendment of Mr. HousE. 
l\Ir. TUCKER. Upon the amendment of the gentleman from Ten­

nessee to the resolution ofthegentlemanfromNew Jersey, I ask the 
yeas and nays. 

The question being taken on ordering the yeas and nays, there 
were ayes 37. 

The SPEAKER. The vote in favor of ordering the yeas and nays 
is not one-fifth of the last vote. In the opinion of the Chair the yeas 
and nays are refused. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I call for tellersonorC.eringthe yeas and IL.'lys. 
Tellers were ordered. 
Mr. TucKER and Mr. ROBESON were appointed tellers. 
The House divided; and before tll.e vote was completed Mr. ROBE­

SON withdrew the demand for a further count. 
The SPEAKER. No further count being demanded, and a suffi­

cient number having voted in the affirmative, the yeas ~nd nays are 
ordered, and the Clerk will call the roll. 

The question was taken; and there were-yeas 123, nays 157, not 
v oting 12; as follows : 

.Aiken, 
Armfield, 
.Atherton, 
Atkins, 
Belmont, 
"Beltzhoover, 
Berry, 
Black, 
Bla~kburn, 
Blanchard, 
Bland, 
Bliss, 
Blount, 
Brarrg 
BucY{~an, 
Buckner, 
.Cabell, 
Caldwell, 
<..:arlisle, 
Cassidy, 
Chalmers, 
Chapman, 
Clardy, 
Clark, 
Clements, 
Cobb, 
Colerick, 
Converse, 
Cook, 

.Cox, Samuel S. 
Cox, William R. 

.Aldrich, 
.Anderson, 
:Barr, 
:Bayne, 
Boach, 
:Belford, 
:Bingham, 
:Bowman, 
Brewer, 
Briggs, 
Browne, 
:Brumm, 
:Buck, 
Burrows, Julius C. 
:Burrows, Jos. H. 
:Butterworth, 

,-Calkins, 
Camp 
Campbell, 
Candler, 
Cannon, 
Carpenter, 

. Caswell, 
Chace, 
Cornell, 
Crapo, 
Crowley, 
Cullen, 

-Cutts , 
Darrell, 
Davis, George R. 
Dawes, 
Deering, 
DeMotte, 
Dezendorf, 
Dinglev, 
Dunnell, 
Dwi~~t, 

_Errett, 
_F arwell, Cbas. B. 

YEA.S-123. 
Cravens, 
Curtin, 
Davidson, 
Davis, Lowndes H. 
Dibble, 
Dibrell, 
Dowd, 
Dugro, 
Dunn, 
Ellis, 
Ermentrout, 
Evins, 
Finley, 
Flower, 
Forney, 
Frost, 
Ga1rison, 
Geddes, 
Gibson, 
Gunter, 
Hammond, N. J. 
Hardenbergh, 
Hardy, 
Harris, Henry S. 
Hatch, 
Herbert, 
Herndon, 
Hewitt, Abram S. 
Hewitt, G. W. 
Ho blitzell, 
Hoge, 

Holman, 
Hooker, 
House, 
Hutchins, 
Jones, James K. 
Kenna, 
King, 
Klotz, 
Knott, 
Ladd, 
Latham, 
Leedom, 
LeFevre, 
Manning, 
Martin, 
Matson, 
:McKenzie, 
:McLane, 
McMillin, 
Money, · 
Morrison, 
Moulton, 
Muldrow, 
Mutchler, 
Nolan, 
Phelps, 
Phist~r. 
Randall, 
Reagan 
RichMdson, Jno. S. 
Robertson, 

N.A.YS-157. 
Farwell, Sewell S . 
Fisher, 
Ford, 
Fulkerson, 
George, 
Godiihalk, 
Grout~ 
Guenther, 
Hall, 
Hammond, John 
Harmer 
Harris, Benj. W. 
Haseltine, 
Haskell, 
Hawk 
Hazelton, 
Heilman, 
Henderson, • 
I~ bum, 

His~ck, 
Horr, 
Honk, 
Hubbell, 
Hubbs, 
Humphrey, 
Jacobs, 
Jadwin 
Jones, George W. 
J t1nes, Phineas 
Jorgensen, 
Joyce, 
Ka son, 
Kelley, 
Ketcham, 
Lacey, 
Lewis, 
Lindsey, 
Lord, 
Marsh, 

Mason, · 
McClure, 
McCoid, 
McCook, 
McKinley, 
Miles, 
Miller, 
Moore, 
Morey, 
Mosgrovo, 
Murch, 
Neal, 
Norcross, 
O'Neill, 
Orth, 
Pacheco, 
Page, 
Parker, 
Paul, 
Payson, 
Peelle, 
Pierce, 
Pettibone, 
Pound, 
Prescott, 
Ranney, 
Ray, 
Reed, 
Rice, John B. 
Rice, Theron M. 
Rice, William W. 
Rich, 
Richardson, D. P. 
Ritchie, 
Robeson, 
Robinson, Geo. D. 
Robinson, James S. 
Russell, 
Ryan, 
Scranton, 

XIII--~ 

:&>binson, Wm. E. 
R{)SS, 
Scoville, 
Shackelford, 
Shelley, 
Simonton, 
Singleton, J as. W. 
Singlet{)n, Otho R. 
Sparks, 
Speer , 
Springer, 
StockSlager,· 
Talbott, 
Thompson, P. B. 
Ti.lb:rum 
Townshend, R. w. 
Tucker, 
Turner, Henry G. 
Turner, Oscar 
Upson, 
Vaace, 
Warner, 
Wellborn, 
Wheeler, 
Whitthorne, 
Williams, Thomas 
Willis, 
Wilson, 
Wise, George D., 
Wise, Morgan R. 

Shallenberger, 
Sherwin, 
Shultz, 
Skinner. 
Smith, A. Herr 
Smith, Dietrich C. 
Smith~ if· Hyatt 
Spaulaing, 
Speoner, 
Steele, 
Stone, 
Strait, 
Taylor, 
Thoma-s, 
Thompson, Wm. G. 
Townsend, Amos 
Tyler, 
Updegraff, J. T. 
Updegraff, Thomas 
Urner, 
Valentine, 
VanAernam, 
VanHorn, 
Van Voorhis, 
Wadsworth, 
Wait, 
Walker, 
Ward, 
Washburn, 
Watson, 
Webber, 
West, 
White 
Willia:US, Chas. G. 
Willits, 
Wood, Walter A. 
Young. 

NOT VOTING-12. 
Allen, Culberson, Morse, Scales, 
:Barbour, Denster, Oates, Stephens, 
Covingt.Gn, Mills, R{)secrans, Wood, Benjamin. 

· So the amendment was rejected. . 
Mr. ROBESON. The question now is on the first division of the 

original proposition. 
The resolution was adopted. 
Mr. HISCOCK. Have both the amendments been voted upon f 
The SPEAKER. Yes; botr. have been voted upon and both have 

been voted down. 
Mr. ROBESON. And the original resolution adopted' 
The SPEAKER. Yes. 
Mr. ROBESON moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu­

tion was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. The officers just elected, if present. will now be 

sworn in. 
Mr. ROBESON. 1\lr. Spe::tker, the next question, I suppose, comes 

up on that portion of the motion which relates to the election of a 
Chaplain. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from New Jersey will delay a 
moment we will swear in the officers who have just been elected, if 
they are present. 

The officers just elected, Mr. HooKER, Mr. BROWNLOW, and Mr. 
SHERWOOD, having presented themselves at the Speaker's desk, were 
duly qualified, all of them taking the test oath. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
1\lr. SPRINGER. .A.s it is after five o'clock, I move that the Honse 

do now adjourn. 
Mr. ROBESON. I move the second division of the resolution as 

divided. 
Mr. HISCOCK. I wish the gentleman to yield to me for a moment. 

I wish to present a resolution which should be acted upon at this time. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I yield for that purpose. 
1\lr. ROBESON. I believe I have the floor, and I will yield to the 

gentleman from New York. 
Mr. HISCOCK. I offer the resolution which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows : 
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed on the part of the Honse to 

join the committee ap_pointed on the part of the Senate to wait on the President of 
the United States and inform bini that a quorum of the two Houses has assembled 
and that Congress is ready to receive any communication he may be pleased to 
make. 

The resolution was adopted. 
1\lr. SPRINGER. I now move that the House adjourn. 
Mr. ROBESON. A.J:; there seems to be a disposition to move an 

adjournment, I think it better to provide for that contingency first, 
and therefore I move that when the House adjourns it adjourn to meet 
at twelve o'clock to-morrow. 

?llr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. It does so under the rules. 
Mr. COX, of New York. The usual motion, I will say to the gen­

tleman from New Jersey, is to add to his resolution "until further 
ordered." 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman from New Jersey is 
that when the House adjourns it adjourn to meet at twelve o'clock 
to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. ROBESON. And until further ordered. I desire to add that. 
Mr. SPRINGER. There is no objection. 
The SPEAKER. There being no objection, the modification will 

be appended as a part of the resolution. 
Mr. ROBESON. Iyieldnowtothegentlemanfrom:Michigan, [Mr. 

BURROWS.] 
Mr. BURROWS, of :Michigan. I offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, That a. message be sent to the Senate informing that body that a quo­

rum of the Honse of Representatives has assembled, and that J. WARREN KEIFER, 
a Representative from the State of Ohio, has been chosen Speaker, and EDWARD 
McPHERSON, a. citizen of the State of Pennsylvania, Clerk, and that the Honse is 
now ready to proceed to business. 

The resolution was adopted. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I now move that the House adjourn. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New Jersey has the floor. 
Mr. SPRL.~GER. That motiou is in order at any time. 
Mr. ROBESON. Not while I have the floor, Mr. Speaker. I don't 

yield to any one except it be some motion that takes me off my feet. 
Mr. SPRINGER. The motion to adjourn will do that. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will first appoint the committee under 

the resolution just.a.dopted. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I have no objection to forming the committee if 

the motion to adjourn is considered pending. 
Mr. ROBESON. The Chair, I suppose, will announce the commit­

tee before the adjournment. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair proposes to do so. 
Mr. ROBESON. I move the House do now proceed to the consid­

eration of the second division of my resolution. 
The SPEAKER: The Hou e now reaches that as a matter of course. 
Mr. SPRINGER. Pending that, I mo-ve the House do now adjourn. 
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COMJ.fiTTEE TO WAIT ON THE PRESIDENT. 
The SPEAKER. Before p!!tting the question on the motion to 

adjourn the Chair appoints as the comm.itt~ to join the committee 
on the part of the Senate to wait on the President Mr. HISCOCK of 
New York, Mr. ORTH of Indiana, and Mr. REAGAN of Texas. 

ORDER OF BUEINESS. 
The question being taken on the motion to adjourn, there were 

ayes 60, noes not counted. 
So (further count not being called for) the House refused to ad­

journ. 
ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the second division of the res­
olution of the gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. RoBESON.] It will 
be again reported. 

The Clerk read a follows: 
Resolved, That Rev. Frederick D. Power, of the State of Virginia, be elected 

Chaplain of the House of Representatives of the Forty-aeventh Congress. 

Mr. HOUSE. I move to amend the resolution by striking out tho 
name of Rev. Frederick D. Pow~ of Virginia, and inserting in lieu 
thereof the name of Rev. "\V. P . .Harrison, of Georgia. 

Mr. MURCH. And I offer as a substitute to amend the resolution 
by atrikin~ out the name of Rev. Frederick D. Power, of Virginia, 
and insertmg the n::une of Rev. P. P. Ingalls, of Iowa. 

The question being taken on Mr. MuRCH's amendment, it was not 
agreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. HousE's amendment; and there 
were-ayes 97, noes 119. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 
The resolu1Aon was then adopted. 
Mr. ROBESON moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu­

tion was adopte(L; and also :moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion waa agreed to. 
Rev. FREDERICK D. PoWER appeared and qualified by taking t he 

oath pre cribed by section 1756 of the Revised Statutes. 
ORDER 01<' BUSTh""ESS. 

Mr. ROBESON. I yieM to the gentleman from Kansa , [Mr. HAs-
KELL.] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Kansas. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I move that the House do now anjomn. 
Mr. ATKINS. I desire tomakeaparliamentaryinquiry. Bywhat 

rightdoesthegentlemanfromNew Jer ey[Mr.ROBESOX] occupythe 
1loorY 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognized the gentleman from Kan­
sas before the motion to adjourn was made by the gentleman from 
Dlinois. 

Mr. ATKINS. I wish to know by what right the gentleman from 
New Jersey holds the floor and farms it out. 

Mr. ROBESON. By my right to hold the floor when recognized by 
the Speaker. · 

Mr. ATKINS. The gentleman was notl'ecognized by the Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has recognized the gentleman from 

Kansas [:Ur. HAsKELL] in his own right. 

RULES OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. HASKELL. I offer the resolution which I send to the desk, 

and upon it I ask the previous question . 
The Clerk read as follows : 
lle8olved, TbattherulesoftheHouseof Representatives of the Forty-sixth Con­

gress shall be the rules of the present House until otherwise ordered; and 
RCJJolvedfurllter, That the Committee on Rules when appointed shall have leave 

to report at any time all such amendments or revisions of said rules as they may 
deem proper. 

Mr. RANDALL. Undertherulesthatresolution would lie over for 
one day. 

Mr. FROST. I make the point of order we have no rules. This 
House is at this time without rules. 

:Mr. SPRINGER. As this is a very important subject, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

:Mr. HASKELL. I will say to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. RANDALL] that this motion does not require to lie over. It is 
the original motion for the adoption of the rules, and is entirely in 
order; and the previous question has been asked for. But if there 
iB to be any discussion, or if there be any desire on thlil part of gen­
tlemen to examine the resolution more fully, or to modify it, I am 
willing to yield for a motion to adjourn, and let this come up to­
morrow as unfinished business. 

llr. RANDALL. I desire to call the attention of the gentleman 
from Kansas to the last rule, and also to Rule XXVIII. The last rule 
declares: · 

These rules shall be the rules of the House of Representatives of the present 
and succeeding Congresses, unless otherwise ordered. 

Those who were in the last House will remember the discus­
sion which took place on that point. I also direct attention to Rule 
XXVIII. 

No rule or order of the House shall bo rescinded or cnanged without one day's 
notice of the motjon therefor. 

I make that point in the abundance of afety, as to what is in the 

resolutitm itself and how far it goes in giving the opportunity or 
changing it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair doe not untlerstand this re olution is 
to change the rules of the House. He understands the object is to 
make them applicable to the present House. 

Mr. RANDALL. The rules do not give the ri~ht to the Committee 
on Rules to report at any time. The resolution therefore in this 
respect does propose to change the rules. 

llr. FROST. I rise to a parlimentary inquiry. Is the original re -
olution with my point of order now pending Y 

The SPEAKER. The resolution was offered by the gentleman from 
Kansas, who has demanded the previous question. 

Mr. FROST. It was as to the right ofthe gentleman from Kansas 
to demand the previous question that I claimed the floor. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Missomi make the point 
of order that the gentleman from Kansas has not the right to demand 
the previous question ¥ 

Mr. FROST. I do. We have a right to be heard on this before 
the previous question is ordered. 

Mr. RYAN. I move that the House do now adjomn. 
The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at five o clock and 

twenty-five minutes p . m.) the House adjomned. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions and other papers were laid on the Clerk's 

de k, under the rule, and referred to the committees therein named, 
when appointed, as follows: 

By Mr. ERRETT: The petition of the Ohio River commission, ask­
ina- an appropriation for the completion of Davis Island dam, near 
Pittsbm-O'h, Pennsylvania-to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of James Millingar, for compensation for prop­
erty occupied by United States troops in Tennessee during the late 
war-to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, resolutions of the Fort Duquesne Land League, Pittsbmgh, 
Pennsylvania, in relation to the imprisonment of Michael P. Boy­
ton and other citizens of the United States by t.he English authori­
ties-to the Committee on Forei~ Affairs. 

By Mr. SINGLETON, of :Miss1ssippi: Tho pet ition of S. F . Owen 
and others, for legislation r egulating interstate commerce-to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. TUCKER: The p etition of William D. Martin, to be re­
funded certain taxes illegally assessed and collected from him-to 
the Committee on Ways aud Means. 

Also, the petition of Folkes & Winston and others, for compensa­
tion for property taken and destroyed by United States forces dming 
the late war-to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Lynchbmgh, Virginia, for the re­
peal of the tax on national banks-to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. .. 

Also, the petition of Charles W. Button, for compensation for ad­
vertising for United States revenue officials- to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Also, the petition of William Ridgway and others, to be allowed 
the pay due to Hon. Robert Ridgway, elected as a Representativo 
from Virginia to the House of Representatives- to the Committee on 
·Claims. 

SENATE. 

TUESDAY, December 6, 1881. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. J. BULLOCK, D . D. 
SAMUEL J. R . McMn..LAN, a Senator from the State of Minnesota, 

appeared in bis seat to-day. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 

MESSAGE FROl\I THE HOUSE. 
Mr. McPHERSox, the Clerk of the House of Representatives, ap­

peared below the bar of the Senate and said: 
:Mr. President, I am directed by the House of Representatives to 

inform the Senate that a quorum of the House has assembled, and 
that J. W AR.REN KEIFER, a Representative from the State of Ohio, 
has been chosen Speaker, and EDWARD McPHERSON, a citizen of the 
State of Pennsylvania, Clerk; and that the House is now ready to 
proceed to business. 

I am further directed to inform the Senate tha.t the House has ap­
pointed FRANK HISCOCK of New York, GODLOVE S. 0RTH of Indiana, 
and JoHN H. REAGA....~ of Texas, a committee on the part of the 
House, to join such committee as may be appointed on the part of the 
Senate, to wait upon the President of the United States and inform 
him that a quorum of the two Houses has assembled and that Con­
gress is ready to receive any communication he may be pleased to 
make. 

PETITIONS AND ?>ffiMORIALS. 
The PRESIDENT p1·o temp01·e presented a petition and resolutions 

of citizens of Spink County, Dakota Territory, in favor of the atlm.is­
sion of Dakota as a State; which were laid on the table, to be referred 
to the Committee on Territories when appointed. 
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